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FROM THE OFFICE OF M. J. GIULIANI & F. FRENETTE





September 8, 2006
	WELCOME TO OUR NEW ACADEMIC YEAR!!!


We hope that your children are full of “first day enthusiasm” that will continue throughout the year. We are very excited that we will be working with you and your child(ren) this year. 

We extend a warm welcome to our new students and parents. This is a very exciting time in the lives of our JK students and their parents. Our school and this community have enjoyed a long history of collaboration to foster excellence in our children. May this year be a continuation of that tradition! Welcome back to our returning students and parents. We thank you for entrusting your child’s education to this outstanding School and staff.
	SCHOOL IMPROVEMENTS


Our school looks amazing! We have been very busy over the summer preparing for this school year:


· Our caretaking staff of Mark Hosmer, Wally Janakievski and Mike Boyle, under the direction of Peter Wilkinson, has put forth a tremendous effort this summer. The school is shining!  
· The carpeting has been removed from the three kindergarten classrooms, Room 21 and all of the classrooms on the third floor. New tile has been installed. 
· There have been renovations on the third floor, including extending room 39 to make a larger classroom with a window for Mr. Pare’s grade 5/6 French Immersion class. 
· The exterior lighting has been upgraded and emergency lighting has been installed throughout the interior.

· Three exterior doors have been replaced.

· A new fire alarm system has been installed.
· The teaching and support staff has spent many hours preparing classrooms and programs. The classrooms are inviting and ready for your children. 
· Lynda Davenport and Dorothy Hunt have worked diligently in the office to prepare for the new school year.

	STAFF NEWS


· We offer our congratulations to Marie France Gagnon who was married to F. Cortes on August 12, 2006. 
· We are delighted to welcome back Geetha Padassery! 

· Please join us in extending a warm welcome to our new staff: 
· Elizabeth Warden to our morning JK program in Room 13.  
· Jocelyn Vernon to Grade 6 French Immersion in Room 32.
· Michele Breslin joins us full time in Room 20 Grade 3/4 French Immersion.

· Please join us in welcoming our student teachers for the first term:

· Ms.Lam from Medhaille College to Ms Nathanson's Grade 1 in Room 21, from September 5 to October 20. 
· Mr. Proctor joins Mrs Regan's Grade 2 class in Room 40 from September 5 to October 27. 
· Ms. Alejandra from Nipissing University has been placed with Mme. Blanchard's Grade 4 French Immersion class and will complete this placement on October 27.
	  Thursday September 14 & Friday September 15……….Picture Day

  September 18 to 25 ………………………………………..Officer Joanna Theriault will present a Safety Program to students

  Thursday September 21…………………………………..Curriculum Night, 6:00pm in the gym
  Monday, September 25...…………………………………Parent Council Annual General Meeting, 7:00pm in the library
  Friday September 22………………………………………Toonie for Terry Walk. Details to follow.
  Wed. September 27 & Thurs. September 28……………School wide Pediculosis screening

  September 25 to 29………………………………………..Grades 5 & 6 trip to the Island School

  October 3 to 17……………………………………………..QSP Magazine Sale Campaign (Grades 5 & 6)

  Thursday November 9……………………………………..Fall Fling – save the date! Details to follow.


	ATTENDANCE VERIFICATION


Brown School has implemented an attendance verification program to support the safe arrival of our students. We will call home if your child has not arrived at school. It is essential that all parents report their child’s absence or if your child will be arriving late due to an appointment. Please call 416 393 1557 before 8:50 a.m. 
Classes begin at 8:55 a.m. and it is important for our students to be here on time so that we can begin attendance verification promptly.

	DROP-OFF AND PICK-UP


Our bell rings to start classes at 8:50 a.m. The teachers will begin yard supervision at 8:35 a.m. Please do not leave your child in the schoolyard before this time because there is no supervision. Kindergarten children gather in our primary yard and are asked to enter their classroom directly from the playground at 8:50 a.m. or 1:00 p.m. Students arriving by bus will be supervised until teachers arrive on duty in the yard. For safety reasons, we request that parents/caregivers say goodbye to their children in the schoolyard. The teachers will escort their students into the school from the playground.

At the end of the school day, students should be picked up at 3:30. Classroom remediation time is between 3:30 and 3:45 p.m. and is considered to be part of our academic day, so please understand that teachers may keep students in the class for some additional attention at this time. Morning Kindergarten children should be picked up at 11:20 a.m. from the primary yard.

We ask that parents do not drop off or pick up students or park their vehicle in the laneway off Avenue Road. This area is for bus drop off and pick up and delivery only. It is impossible for the busses to turn around when there are cars parked at the back. This has been an ongoing safety concern that can be resolved if everyone cooperates.
	PARENT COUNCIL


We are delighted that Linda Smith and Tanya Carmichael will continue as our Parent Council Co-Chairs for this year. We enjoy working with our Parent Council and we thank all of the members of the Executive for their efforts. We are in regular contact with them for ideas and feedback. We feel that by working together we will make positive improvements to our school.
Linda and Tanya invite any interested parents to the Annual General Meeting on Monday, September 25, 2006 at 7:00 pm in the library. The first Parent Council Executive Meeting will follow immediately after. Elections will be held for the upcoming 2006-2007 year at the General Meeting. If you are interested in becoming active in the Parent Council Executive, please contact Linda or Tanya via email at carmichaeli@sympatico.ca or lindasmith29@sympatico.ca. Parent Council meetings are generally held once per month, with meeting times alternating between the beginning of the school day and early evenings to accommodate both stay-at-home and working parents. A schedule of meetings for the year will be available at the Annual General Meeting and will be posted to the Brown School website.

	BROWN SCHOOL COMMUNICATIONS


With the start of each school year comes the daunting task of collecting student's information: addresses, names of guardians, phone and email contacts, allergy alerts etc.  During this week you will receive a number of forms. Many of these are required by the Toronto District School Board (TDSB) and some are for the purposes of Brown School office administration and classrooms.  Please do your best to complete the forms and return them to your child(ren)'s teachers as soon as possible.  If you have any questions, you can direct them to the office or your classroom teacher.  Please note that Brown School complies with the TDSB's Privacy Policy.

 

In an attempt to reduce the use of paper and to speed communication from the office to parents, Brown School has introduced an electronic delivery system for the monthly Brown Bulletin and other important notices and announcements from the office.  Please be sure to indicate your email address(es) on the forms provided so that you will receive these important updates.  The electronic delivery of the Brown Bulletin will begin in October.

 

In addition, you can regularly visit the Brown School website to find news bulletins, sporting schedules and events, archived Bulletins, forms and other important information - www.brownschool.ca
	CURRICULUM EVENING – THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 21


We look forward to meeting with you on Thursday, September 21 beginning at 6:00pm in the gym. You will meet the entire staff from 6-6:30pm, and then have an opportunity to visit your child’s classroom. Classroom visits are scheduled as follows:

· 6:30 to 7:00 - JK to Grade 3 classroom visits
· 7:00 to 7:30 - Grade 3 to 6 classroom visits
	SPORTS CORNER


The Phys-Ed Department would like to take this opportunity to welcome everyone back to a new school year. As we approach our first full week of school many of our Sports Teams will get underway. The coaches look forward to another exciting year of Brown School Sports! Important information about upcoming try-outs/practices: 

To avoid having to fill out a permission form every time your child expresses an interest in trying out for a sports team, we have taken the opportunity to send out a package of permission forms so that we don’t have to send out endless amounts of forms for every sport. Please take the time to fill out ALL the forms in the package your child has received from their teacher and return them back to school before Tuesday September 12, 2006.

CROSS COUNTRY (Grade 1-6):  All Cross Country practices will take place at Winston Churchill Park (Spadina & St. Clair). The practices will start at 7:45 a.m. If you would like to meet the coaches at the park, that would be great. If you cannot take your child to the park please meet the coaches at Brown (in the Principal’s hallway) @ 7:30 a.m., the coaches will then walk with the students to the park for the practice. Please note that for safety reasons, parents with children in Grade 1 or 2 must stay at the park during practices sessions for the entire practice which should finish at 8:30 a.m. Also please remember that if you drop your child off at the park in the morning, do not leave until the coaches have arrived.

The students in Grade 1-3 will have Cross Country practices on Tuesdays and Thursdays at Winston Churchill Park. Meet the coaches at the park at 7:45 a.m. or at Brown School (Principals Hallway) @ 7:30 a.m.

The students in Grade 4-6 will have Cross Country practices on Mondays and Wednesdays at Winston Churchill Park. Meet the coaches at the park at 7:45 a.m. or at Brown School (Principals Hallway) @ 7:30 a.m.

SOCCER (Grade 4-6): The Boys Soccer tryouts and practices will be every Monday @ 3:45 p.m. on the turf and every Friday @ 7:30 a.m. on the turf. The first try-out will be announced shortly.  Coaches: Mr. Ellis and Mme. B’Dacy. 
The Girls Soccer tryouts and practices will be every Tuesday and Thursday @ 7:30 a.m. on the field turf. The first try-out will be announced shortly. Coach: Mr. Wittenberg. 
FOOTBALL (Grade 4-6): The Boys Football tryouts and practices will be every Tuesday @ 3:45 p.m. on the field turf and every Thursday @ 7:30 a.m. at Winston Churchill Park. The first try-out will be announced shortly. Coaches: Mr. Profiti and Mr. Daigneau.
The Girls Football tryouts and practices will be every Thursday @ 3:45 p.m. on the field turf and every Friday @ 7:30 a.m. at Winston Churchill Park. The first try-out will be announced shortly. Coaches: Mr. Profiti and Mr. Wittenberg.
	To find out more information about the sports teams at Brown, please visit the school website at www.brownschool.ca . The coaches will do their best to update the website as much as possible. You can also find information posted on the bulletin board outside the gym or on the pillars outside of the main office. 


	ATTENTION PARENTS: IMPROVE YOUR FRENCH!


Come and join one of our lively classes for daytime conversational French classes for adults at John Ross Robertson Public School.  Fall sessions of our 24th year begins the week of September 18, 2006.  All levels welcome.  For more information, please call Sharon Moncarz at 416-928-1308.

	PEDICULOSIS SCREENING


We will have a school-wide screening on Wednesday, September 27 and Thursday, September 28. The TDSB pediculosis coordinator and a group of trained parents will do head checks for every class. If you do not want your child involved in this screening, please send a note to the school office by Monday, September 25. If your child is not participating in the head checks, we ask that you check your child’s hair at home. Volunteers are needed to assist, so if you can help please contact the office. Further information about pediculosis is included in this Bulletin. 
	WRAPPING PAPER SALES


Fall is the time of year for our Wrapping Paper and Gift Fundraiser!  There will be a fantastic choice of wrapping paper and great gifts. This is a phenomenal fundraiser and we hope all will participate. Look for details to follow later this month. If you have any questions regarding the wrapping paper or would like to volunteer to help, please call Hilary Zimmerman 416-960-3962.

	Do you have news or events to announce in an upcoming Bulletin? Please send the details to bulletin@brownschool.ca


	EVERY PARENT NEEDS TO KNOW THE FACTS OF LICE (PEDICULOSIS)


Head lice and their eggs (nits) is a nuisance that can affect any of us. If you have experienced them, you know how frustrating and time-consuming it is to eliminate the lice and nits from your child(ren). This memo aims to answer questions you may have and provide you with alternatives in treatment. 

	What are Head Lice?



Head lice are small gray or reddish brown wingless bugs, 1-4mm long depending on their age. Lice live on human heads. They do not live on pets or on other parts of the body. They feed on blood and cannot survive off the head for more that 24-48 hours. They do not hop, jump or fly. Lice lay eggs called nits. They are teardrop shaped and are glued to the hair shaft on an angle an on one side of the hair shaft. The viable eggs are usually brownish-yellow. Female lice lay 3-5 eggs per day and live for 30 days. Lice eggs take 7-10 days to hatch and another 7-10 days to be mature enough to mate. 

	What Do I Look For?



Look for lice and nits in the hot spots. These are around the ears, at the crown of the head and at the nape of the neck. It is best to do this in bright light and with magnification. Look for red scabs causes by scratching, nits and bugs crawling through the hair. Lice lay their eggs close to the scalp but look along the entire hair shaft. 

	How to Treat Head Lice



Lice treatments and lice combs are available at your local drugstores and through other sources. Whatever treatment you choose to use – whether commercial or all natural alternative methods (such as vinegar and oil) – you must follow the same steps:

· Shampoo your child’s hair according to the instructions
· If you use the oil method, leave it on the head for 2-3 hours covered with a plastic bag

· Wash the hair with regular shampoo

· To help loosen the eggs, rinse the hair with a mixture of warm water and vinegar (half and half)

· Separate hair into sections and remove all the nits with a lice comb and your fingernails

· Treating head lice requires several treatments 4-5 days apart for the next few weeks

· Each day for a month continue to inspect the hair for lice and nits 

To succeed at eliminating head lice, you must physically remove all nits and lice from the hair. 

For those who feel uncomfortable using commercial treatments (pesticidal lice treatment products), there are a number of more natural products and in-home nit/lice removal services, easily located under “lice” in the telephone book and on the internet. 

If the person with lice or nits has allergies, asthma, epilepsy or other medical conditions, please consult your pharmacist or doctor. If you or the person with lice or nits is pregnant or nursing, please consult Motherrisk at 416-813-6780.
	Three Easy Steps to Cleaning Your Home



1. Place items that can safely be dried on high heat in a drier for 20-30 minutes

2. Vacuum items that cannot be dried

3. If an item cannot be dried or vacuumed, put it in a plastic bag for 24-28 hours

	Preventing the Spread of Head Lice at School



It is critical that you let your child’s teacher know that your child has lice, even if you have already treated him/her. Often by the time you discover lice on your own child it has spread to others in the class. The teacher can alert other parents to inspect their own children, decreasing the chances that lice will reproduce and spread further. Within a few weeks, lice can easily find their way back to your child’s head and the cycle continues. 

Your child may return to school after the first treatment and after all nits are removed. Regular combing of your children’s hair with good quality lice combs can reduce the changes of recurrence. If you have any questions, please contact the school office. 
