
 
NEWS FROM THE OFFICE OF M. J. GIULIANI & S. LITNER – DECEMBER 2009 

 

 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR FOOTBALL TEAMS:  
 

BOYS: 2009 TORONTO CITY CHAMPIONS!!!! 
GIRLS: 2009 SOUTH CONFERENCE FINALISTS!!!! 

 
Read all about this term’s football season and othe r amazing fall sports news in Sports Corner, pages 4-5 

 
Severe Weather Guidelines For Indoor Recess  
 
At times, winter weather conditions warrant indoor recess or lunch. When the temperature and/or wind chill indicates -28C or 
lower, students will remain indoors due to the risk of frostbite. When temperature and/or wind chill indicates -20 to -28C 
recess and lunch recess may be shortened depending upon local conditions.  For more information about severe weather 
procedures, please see page 11 of the Brown School Handbook.  
 

Thanking our Crossing Guards 
 
A collection box is available on the office counter, should you like to make a donation for our crossing guards who ensure 
that our students cross the street safely each day. The crossing guards are always delighted to be remembered during the 
holiday season by the Brown community. 

 
Fall Fling 
 
We are delighted that so many of you attended our Fall Fling  on November 12. It is so wonderful for staff and parents to 
socialize and celebrate the artistic talents of our students. A big Thank You to Francesca Milan, Dianne Burke, Rose 
Kurtzer, Anji Shukla, our School Council and the entire Brown community for your generous donations and your time. 

 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday December 4 Parent Interviews (no classes for students) 
Thursday December 10 Winterfest Concert, AM 

Friday December 11 Parent Council Meeting, 9 a.m. (Meeting Room) 
Friday December 18 Pizza Lunch  

 Last Day of Classes for Fall Term      
Monday January 4 First day of classes for Winter term 

Wednesday January 20 Parent Council Meeting, 9 a.m. (Meeting Room) 
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Happy Holidays- Bonnes Fêtes!   
 
As this term draws to a close, we would like to thank our staff, students and parents for 
making our school such a wonderful place for children to learn. We have had a very busy and 
successful first term. Enjoy the holiday celebrations with family and friends.  
 
We look forward to seeing everyone back in the New Year with renewed energy and 
enthusiasm! 

Lost & Found: Going, Going, Gone! 
 
This is a final reminder that the Lost and Found box will be cleaned out at the end of term and all items 
will be donated to charity. Please look for any lost items before Friday, December 1 8. 



 
 

 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Library  News - Nouvelles de la bibliotheque Brown 
 
The month of November was really exciting for the library! We had the opportunity to welcome 
Andrew Larsen, author of Bella and the Bunny and his new book, The Imaginary Garden. This 
book is also available in French under the title of Le Jardin imaginaire de mon grand-pere. 

Mr. Larsen read his new book and discussed the process of writing a book from beginning to the end. All the children have 
been inspired by him. Thanks, merci Mr Larsen! 
 
-- Marie-France Gagnon, Teacher-Librarian 

 

History Moment: 100 Years of Brown School  
 

Many of the holiday traditions that Brown students honour and continue have their roots in our school 
history.   
 
In the 1920’s, Brown School contributed significant funds to provide milk free of charge to some 
3,000 children in the city. The programme, commissioned by the Trades and Labour Council, aimed 

to relieve health conditions and malnourishment among the poorer children of the city. Brown families provided much needed 
support to those students. 
 
December 1946 marked the beginning of what has now become our Winter Concert .  A Christmas Carol service, held at 
Deer Park United Church, included choral presentations by each grade and an appearance from the Violin Orchestra.  The 
following year, a Nativity Play was added to the Carol Service. 
 
One of the traditions that we sadly no longer celebrate is the annual flooding of the Brown School skating rink .  In 1918, 
The Board of Education provided a skating rink in the school yard and paid for its upkeep.  In 1939 a second rink was added, 
but by the mid-40s the Board of Education withdrew its financial support for the rinks.  Thereafter the funding for the rinks 
came from the Home and School Association. The upkeep was done by the caretaking staff and children and supervision of 
the rinks came from parents and staff.   
 
Wouldn’t Mr. P like to have a couple of skating rinks these days!!    

 
 
 

Outreach Committee - Holiday Baskets For Those In N eed 
 
Our Warm Clothing drive  was a great success. Thanks to all who brought in hats, scarves and mittens, as well as 
monetary donations.  
 
The Outreach Committee will soon be starting our Holiday Hamper  initiative, as we do each year to help out families in 
need this Holiday season. Each class will have a family in need that they will be asked to build a basket of wish list items. 
Each child will receive (either by email or in their backpacks) a short description of the family in need that their classroom 
will sponsor. There will be a box in each class to collect items. On December 16, these hampers will be picked up to be 
taken to the families.  
 
If you are interested in being involved, please contact Claire Goodman at clairegoodman@sympatico.ca. 
 
Thank you for helping to make the holiday season sp ecial for a family in need.  

Winterfest Concert / Festival d’Hiver 
 
On Thursday, December 10 , your children will be so happy to perform for you at our Winterfest 
Concert / Festival d’Hiver. Thank you to Mr. Ellis, all students and staff for your work to prepare what 
promises to be an outstanding concert! Thank you also to our parent volunteers who will be busy early 
in the morning setting up coffee and treats for all to enjoy.  
 
A program has been sent home with this Bulletin, and is available on the school website at 
www.brownschool.ca. Please print a copy and bring it along with you on the 10th. 



 

FROM THE PARENT COUNCIL 
 
Thank you  to all of our Committee Chairs for their hard work and dedication and all of the support of our parents and staff 
in our fall fundraising efforts. The Fall Fling and Wrapping Paper/Chocolate Sale were incredibly successful. Congratulations 
Brown School!   
 
Fall Fling – WOW! 
 
Thank you to all the parents who supported the Fall Fling through donations, effort and attendance. It was great to see so 
many new faces, and it was a fantastic party atmosphere! We SIGNIFICANTLY exceeded our fundraising goals and we look 
forward to the great initiatives we can implement for our school. Thanks again, and we look forward to another great party 
next year. Note:  A few bid sheets were accidentally given to guests at checkout.  If you are in possession of a bid sheet, 
kindly return it to the office. 
 
New Stage is coming to Brown…  
 
Thanks to the amazing contributions during our fall fundraising, Brown School is getting a new stage in the gymnasium.  
Looking forward to concerts, performances and more on the new stage! 
 
Lunch Program 
 
We could use additional decks of cards  and newer dvd movies  for indoor recess when it is raining or too cold to go 
outside. Donations would be greatly appreciated!             
 
Winter Concert 
 
Calling all bakers!  We need baked goods (nut free of course) for the winter concert. Anyone interested should please 
email Jennifer Caminsky at jsitrin@gmail.com. The items should be dropped off at the office by end of day Wednesday, 
December 9th. Please label any containers you need returned. Thank you! 
 
Beautiful Festive Plants are coming to Brown! 
 
The flyer and order form have gone out to the classrooms.  Plants may be ordered until Tuesday, December 1 and will be 
available for pick-up at the school Tuesday, December 8 from 3:30 to 6:00 p.m. Please e-mail Jennifer Baldachin at 
jbaldachin@sympatico.ca or Claire Blicker at Cjblicker@hotmail.com if you have any questions or if you would like to help at 
pick up on December 8. 
 
Kiss N Ride 
 
Thank you to the many families who use the Kiss N Ride regularly. As the winter weather sets in, we expect an increase in 
the number of families driving to school, and we encourage you to use the Kiss N Ride for the safety of all our students. A 
few important safety tips and reminders: 
  

�  Please do not stop or park in the designated drop off area if you are not using the Kiss’ N Ride 
�  Keep clear of all driveway areas (this includes the Church) 
�  Please do not drop your children off in the parking lot. Not only is this dangerous due to poor visibility, but this lot is 

reserved for Staff during school hours.  
�  Please, please do not block the crosswalk.  

  
After 4 
 
Thank you to all involved in the After 4 Program! We appreciate the participation and input, and hope the children are 
enjoying the classes. We're excited about the winter session which will include new courses like Creative Writing , 
Financial Basics for Kids , and Spanish  in addition to new programs offered by Mad Science  and IComputes . Mr, D. and 
Mrs. J. will be back to offer Aquatics ! The Winter 2010 session will start the week of January 18, 2010  and we'll have the 
complete list of course summaries and registration forms out right after the holidays, so please watch for them. We always 
welcome any feedback and we'll do what we can to continue to deliver fun, educational programming for Brown students. 
 

Meeting Reminder 
The next parent council meeting will take place on December 11th at 9:00 a.m. in the Meeting Room.  All parents and 
caregivers welcome. 



 

AQUATICS 
 

 
  

Primary Swim Team – Grades 2 & 3 
 
Days:  Mondays and Wednesdays   Time:  12:00-12:40 pm   **Primary Team members only 
  
Team Update:  
�  Our primary swim team continues to practice twice a week, and each member is putting forth their best efforts.  
�  The Swim team shirts are in! This year, the colour is red with white lettering. Our primary team is going to look sooo 

awesome! 
  
Keep up the hard work, team! We are very proud of your progress, 
Your Swim Team Coaches 

 
SPORTS CORNER 

  
Boys’ Football Team – 2009 Toronto City Champions!! !! 
 
The Boys’ Football Team of 09 started their City Championship journey back in October when they defeated all opponents at 
their one-day tournament at Forest Hill. The team went on to the South Conference Semi-Finals and defeated Regal Road in a 
very lopsided game. The South Finals was a re-match between Brown and Allenby. The team got off to a slow start and the 
team from Allenby really stepped up their game. The game was really close for a long time until the defense came up with a 
huge interception (Max T.) and the offence followed with a touchdown of their own on the ensuing drive. Brown won the South 
Conference Championship game by a score of 20 to 0 and added a fourth South Conference Championship banner to the 
Gym wall – all won during the last 5 years! 
 
The team then went on to the City Finals to play against a very good team from Runnymede PS. At the end of the first half the 
team was losing by a score of 10 to 0, a score that the team had never experienced all year. The half time speech by the 
coaches “Do you believe?” seemed to remind the team that they were not out of it and that their fellow classmates from Grade 
6, who took the bus ride all the way to Birchmount Stadium, also believed that the team could come back. The second half 
couldn’t have played out any better, 2 touchdowns by Olivier and Lachlan respectively and a game clinching interception by 
A.J. clinched the 2009 City Championship game for BROWN PUBLIC SCHOOL !  
 
Congratulations to all the boys and a big thank you to the Boys’ Football Team Parents for their relentless support.  
 
Coaches: Mr. Daigneau and Mr. Profiti 
 
Girls’ Football Team - 2009 South Conference Finali sts! 
 
A perfect day for football on October 19, sunny and cool, exactly the kind of weather you’d want for a football tournament. 
The girls’ team started the season off with an excellent win against McMurrich back on October 14. The team entered the 
tournament with confidence and it showed as they went on and defeated R.H. McGregor, Whitney A and B teams along 
with their toughest opponent, Bedford Park. The South Conference Finals were set with a match between Brown and 
Bedford Park, a rematch from the tournament. The girls were unable to defeat Bedford even though they played well and 
dominated the second half of the game.  
 
The team captured its 5th  Conference banner in the last 6 years and the coaches are extremely proud of their 
accomplishment this year. Well done, Girls! 2009 South Conference Finalists!   
 
Coaches: Mr. Wittenberg and Mr. Profiti 

 

Noon Swim 
 
Tuesdays and Thursdays for Grades 1-6, 12:00 - 12:40 p.m. 
 
Come out and enjoy some pool fun! 
  
* All students who attend the lunch swim program will not be allowed to go outside after 
swimming during the winter season. We will make sure that the students return to their 
classrooms. 
 



 
 
 
Boys’ Volleyball Teams – Grades 5 and 6 
 
Congratulations to all of the boys on our two volleyball teams for their excellent effort this season. 
 
The Grade 6 team played a short three-game season.  Though we lost all of our matches, we had a lot of fun along the 
way.  The highlight of the season had to be going to overtime in our final game of the season. 
 
The Grade 4/5 team hosted a five-team tournament on Monday, November 23.  Some excellent serving, combined with 
some timely bumps and the occasional spike made for exciting and entertaining volleyball.  Our record at the end of the 
day was 3 wins and 1 loss, good for second place. 
 
A friendly match between the 4/5 team and the 6 team will be held on Monday, November 30 to decide Brown School 
bragging rights for 2009. 
 
Coaches: Mr. Macdonald, Mme Sulymko and Ms. Baptist 

 
Grade 5 Girls’ Basketball Team 
 
Congratulations to the girls on the Grade 4/5 basketball team on a very impressive season!  The girls have been practicing in 
the early morning for several weeks, and on November 24, they traveled to R.H. McGregor to compete in a one day 
tournament. The girls played four fantastic games , finishing with 2 wins and 2 losses.  A special mention goes to our team 
kangaroo, Annabel, for her ferocious work in all of the games!  All of the girls played outstanding basketball , and we look 
forward to seeing them again next season at tryouts! 
 
Coaches: Mr. Wittenberg and Mr. Daigneau 
 
Grade 6 Girls’ Basketball Team 
 
Congratulations to the Grade 6 girls’ basketball team on an incredible regular season.  The Grade 6 girls practiced at the 
same time as the 4/5 team, and even squeezed in an extra practice before their big day.  Brown School hosted an exciting 
one day tournament versus five other schools.  The Brown School girls showed their dominance early and often, winning 
their first two games with relative ease.   The third game of the day for the girls was a semi-final match against Gledhill. The 
beginning of the game was a tight affair, but near the end of the first half, the Brown School girls ramped up their defense, 
and starting scoring baskets right, left and centre!   
 
This put the girls into the finals of the one day tournament against an equally impressive team from Balmy Beach.  This 
game went down to the wire, and sadly our team lost...but there is a silver lining!  The girls are moving onto the South 
Conference Quarter-Finals  against JRR on Monday, November 30.  Good luck to the girls in their next game! 
 
Coaches: Mr. Wittenberg and Mr. Daigneau 

 
Ice Hockey Team 
 
1st Team Practice – Tuesday, December 1, 8:00a.m. at North Toronto Arena 
2nd Team Practice – Wednesday, December 9, 8:00a.m. at North Toronto Arena 
3rd Team Practice – Wednesday, December 16, 8:00a.m. at North Toronto Arena 
 
Regular Season Schedule: 
Game # 1 – Thursday, January 7 at Forest Hill Arena vs. Maurice Cody 
Game # 2 – Tuesday, January 12 at Forest Hill Arena vs. Bennington Hts. 
Game # 3 – Tuesday, January 19 at Forest Hill Arena vs. Clinton 
Game # 4 – Thursday, February 4 at Forest Hill Arena vs. Allenby 
 
UCC Tournament Information: 
The team will take part in a two day tournament at UCC on Friday, January 8 and Saturday, January 9. More 
information will be sent home once it becomes available. 

 
Coaches: Mr. Ellis, Mr. Profiti and Jonah Weslak 
 

Do you have news or events to announce in an upcomi ng Bulletin? Send the details to bulletin@brownscho ol.ca  

 

UPCOMING TEAMS: 
 
Girls’ Volleyball 
Boys’ Basketball 
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