
 
NEWS FROM THE OFFICE OF M. J. GIULIANI & S. LITNER – NOVEMBER 2009 

 
Character Development 
 
Each month the TDSB has a different character attribute for student focus. In September, the character trait was respect . In 
October we discussed responsibility .  
 
We are working to help our students develop their p ersonal sense of responsibility.  Please help your child to develop 
this character trait. Students are responsible for bringing to school the items needed for the next day. It may be helpful to 
leave a chart by the door or on the refrigerator so that your child can check the list for what is needed for the next day. For 
example, children should bring swim suits, towels and swim caps on swim days. Students may also keep an extra swim suit in 
their knapsack and an extra pair of running shoes may be left in the classroom, so that students will always have shoes for 
gym class.  We will not be allowing children to call home if items are forgotten or to arrange play dates. Please help your 
child arrive at school on time in the morning.  The morning bell rings at 8:50 a.m. and classes begin at 8:55 a.m. This year, 
our periods are 30 minutes in duration. If your child arrives late, he/she misses a significant amount of instructional time. 
Thank you for your support with this as we work together to help our children learn. 
 

If you have not received this Bulletin…  
 

…please visit www.brownschool.ca  and sign up to receive it! 
 

If you do not have an email account, please inform the office in writing and a paper copy will be provided. 
 

 
 
See you at the Fall Fling – Thursday, November 12! 
 
We hope that we will see you at our Fall Fling on Thursday, November 12 at the Badminton Racquet Club. This event 
provides a wonderful opportunity for parents and st aff to socialize and celebrate the artistic talents  of our students.  
The student projects, facilitated by the very creative Anji Shukla and an extensive number of parent volunteers listed in the 
Fall Fling Brochure, and staff are so amazing! Our Co Chairs of the Fall Fling, Dianne Burk and Francesca Milan, along with 
their committee and the School Council Executive have put forth an outstanding effort to provide us with a memorable event. 
Thank you to the many generous donors of items for the silent auction. Thank you to the many parents who have already 
made donations to the Giving Tree. All of the Brown School students benefit from your generosity.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 

 
 
 

Mon Nov 9 – Thurs Nov 12   School Liaison Officer Marcie Beavan   
Wednesday November 11 Remembrance Day Assembly 

Thursday November 12 Fall Fling, 6:30 p.m. at the Badminton & Racquet Club 
Friday November 13 Professional Activity for Staff (no classes for students) 

Thursday November 19 Parent Council Meeting, 9:00 a.m., Meeting Room 
Friday November 20 Pizza Lunch Day 

Monday November 30 Term 1 Reports are sent home 
Wednesday November 25 (AM) Sibling photos & photo retakes 

Friday December 4 Professional Activity Day / Reporting to Parents 
Thursday December 10 Winterfest Concert (AM)– save the date! AM Kindergarten 

will perform; PM Kindergarten will perform in the spring 
Friday December 18 Last Day of Classes for Fall Term 

Pizza Lunch Day 
Monday January 4 
Monday January 4 

First Day of Classes, Winter Term 
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Health and Safety 
 
We wish to advise parents that the children are continuously encouraged to wash their hands at 
school. We have found that we have had an increased use of soap and paper towels, so we know 
that hand washing has increased in the school. We have also provided all teachers with hand 
sanitizer for student use. You may wish to include an individually packaged hand wipe in your child’s 
lunch bag.  Please remind your child about the importance of ha nd washing.  Our caretakers, 
who always keep our school clean and routinely sanitize door handles, hand rails, telephones etc., 
are doing even more sanitizing each day.   
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Lunch Program 
 
Our students are very busy during lunch time! Flag football for the junior students continues until the end of term. Students 
have the opportunity for outdoor play and many of the indoor programs have started with more activities becoming available 
as the weather becomes cooler. Here are some of the programs that have been arranged:  

 

Monday……….Primary Swim Team 
Tuesday………Eco Club (Room 28) & Lunch Time Swim 
Wednesday…..Chess Lessons Grade 1 (Room 28), Cards (Room 16), Primary Swim Team 
Thursday……...Lunch Time Swim, Chess for Fun (Room 28), Chess Lessons Grades 2 to 6 (Room 38). 
Friday…………Origami for Grades 2 & 3 (Room 25), Arts & Crafts for Grades 2 & 3 (Meeting Room)                                                                              

Greening Our Lunch Program: 
�  We request that students who stay for lunch take home any food that they do not eat so that it can be included in their 

family’s Green Bin for composting. We also feel it is important for parents and care givers to know if students are eating 
all the food that is sent to school.  

�  We will collect milk cartons and juice containers for recycling each day.  
�  All other wrappers should be taken home in your child’s lunch bag.  
�  So many children are bringing litterless lunch containers and it is really helping to cut down on the amount of garbage that 

is generated daily!! 
 
Thank you to all of the families who are supporting  this school initiative! 

Winterfest Concert 
 
We look forward to sharing and celebrating our students’ musical accomplishments with you at our 
annual Winterfest Concert on the morning of Thursday, December 10 . We will send home a copy of 
the program in early December. 
 
Please note that our afternoon Kindergarten children do not participate in this concert. They will 
perform at our Spring Concert. 
 

Successful Parent -Teacher Interviews  
  
Report cards will be sent home Monday, November 30 and parent teacher interviews are upon us. We encourage you 
to take this opportunity to find out about your child’s progress, and offer some questions and tips that you may find useful for 
the interview: 

 Great Questions to Ask  
• What skills does my child need to work on?  
• What activities can we do at home to strengthen those skills?  
• Does my child complete his/her work and assignments efficiently and conscientiously?  
• Is my child facing any struggles in class not related to her/his schoolwork? 

 
 
Interview Tips 
• Talk to your child about school before the interview. Ask how they think they are doing and how the teacher can help them 
meet their goals.  
 
• Get an idea of what the curriculum is like, the level your child is working at, and areas where they are struggling.  
 
• Make a list of what you want to know before you go into the interview. You can even prepare questions ahead of time if it will 
make you feel more at ease. Knowing what you want to know and writing it down ensures that you don’t forget anything, and 
that you get the information you need. 
 
• Be open and honest. Feel free to add your own observations around your child’s behaviour, strengths and weaknesses.  
 
• Find out what they’re learning. Ask curriculum questions; find out what your child has learned and what is coming up in the 
term ahead. Know the skills your child will need to be successful in the term ahead (e.g. knowing how to multiply and divide 
fractions). 
  



 

FROM THE PARENT COUNCIL 
 

There is a whole lot of excitement going around at Brown School this fall…. 
  
Many of your children may have mentioned that they have been busy creating their works of art for the upcoming Fall Fling.   
A big thank you to all the volunteer parents, teachers and students who have been working hard on these crafts for the Fling!  
Another thank you goes out to all the class representatives who have been working in conjunction with the Fall Fling team to 
keep parents informed for this fun filled event!  We look forward to seeing you at the Fall Fling on November 12th.  
 
The Brown Handbook  has now been distributed to all the students at Brown School, thanks to Katharine Lake Berz, our 
volunteer Communications Coordinator.  Please keep your handbook nearby as it’s a resource for all information related to 
Brown School such as school hours, contact information, important dates and much more! 
   
2010 Marks Brown School’s 100th Anniversary!  Brown School is turning 100 and the plans are underway for marking this 
fantastic milestone!  Anyone interested in joining the team to help organize the festivities can contact Cathy Milne at   
cathymilne@rogers.com or Yvonne Harding at harding99@rogers.com.  
  
Meeting Reminder: The next parent council meeting will be held on Thursday, November 19  at 9:00 a.m. in the Meeting 
Room.  All parents/guardians are welcome to attend. 
 
Wrapping Paper and Chocolate Orders  will be delivered to the school towards the end of November.  A note will be sent 
home with the students when the exact date is known. Thanks for your support! 
 

History Moment: 100 Years of Brown School  
 

November is the month when we pause to remember those who have fought for our country. There 
are two plaques at Brown School commemorating the f ormer students who lost their lives in 
the World Wars.  

 
During World War I, Brown School teachers and pupils contributed to the war effort by knitting hundreds of pairs of socks for 
the Bantams, a Canadian Battalion.  In 1918 the school held a bazaar that raised $2,000 which was distributed to the British 
Red Cross and used to purchase knitting supplies (for the socks) and Victory Bonds. 
 
World War II brought an influx of War Guests from England.  A total of about 100 boys and girls from England were 
enrolled in classes at Brown over the war years .  Brown School parents took most of these children into their homes and 
cared for them while the war continued.  Parents and Teachers collected items such as soap, toothpaste, books, 
magazines, clothing and all were packaged and delivered to the Poplar Hospital in London, England’s East End, which later 
became one of the most bombed-out areas in the city.  In recognition of the assistance from Brown, a cot in the children’s 
ward was called the “Brown School Bed”.   

 
Grade 3 at Brown, 1941. The student seated third from the front in the right-most row was a War Guest from England 



NEWS FROM AROUND BROWN SCHOOL 
 

 
 
Eco Corner 
 
Brown School is proud to be certified as a Gold Eco School, but that’s not enough! This year we are striving for Platinum 
Certification!  Our school eco focus for the month of November is “Lunch Waste Reduction ”.  
 
Beginning next Monday, November 15, the Eco Club members will be looking for students with an entirely waste free lunch. 
That means no garbage of any kind (compost and recyclable milk cartons excepted). Students will be given tickets for our 
Friday Litterless Lunch Draw . The contest will continue for 2 weeks. Need ideas for reducing lunchtime waste? See the 
end of this Bulletin for suggestions from the TDSB Eco School Certification Guide.  
 
The Eco Club meets on Tuesdays at lunch to discuss and promote environmental action.  

 

Brown Teachers Love Halloween! 

 

     

       

Outreach Club’s Warm Clothing Drive – November 16 -  27   
  
The Outreach Club is holding a warm clothing drive  for a Toronto School which has students 
who are in need of new or gently used scarves, gloves, mittens, hats and socks. There will be a 
collection box outside of the office from November 16 to 27.  
 
Please watch your children’s knapsacks at the beginning of December as Brown School will be 
creating Holiday Hampers  again this year. Each class will be given a family profile detailing who 
is in the family, sizes, colour preferences and gift ideas. Thank you for supporting this initiative, 
and for helping a family have an easier time during the holiday season.  



 
SPORTS CORNER 

 
Noon Swim – Come Out and Enjoy the Fun! 
 
A recreational swim program for Grades 1-6! Days: Tuesdays and Thursdays. Times: 12:00 - 12:40 p.m. 
 
Don't miss out on the pool fun - just remember your bathing suit, towel and cap. We look forward to seeing you! 
 
-- Mrs. J. and Mr. D., Brown Aquatic Staff 
 

 

Boys’ Football 
 
CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR BOYS:  TORONTO CITY CHAMPIONS!!!!! 
 
Full Football news to follow in the December Bulletin. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Boys’ Volleyball 
 
This year, for the first time, we are running two boys' volleyball teams.  Practices for both teams will be conducted at the same 
time, every Monday & Wednesday from 3:40 p.m. to 4:45 p.m. The Grade 4/5 Boys’ team  will participate in a tournament 
which will begin by 9:00 a.m. and run for the better part of the school day.  A schedule of the games for that day will be 
available closer to the actual tournament date. The Grade 6 team  will have a 3-match regular season with the possibility of 
playoffs.  Matches begin at 4:00 p.m. and finish by 5:00 p.m. 
 
2009 Schedule: 
Grade 4/5 
Exhibition game @ Brown - Thurs. November 19th, 4:00 p.m. 
Tournament @ Brown - Monday, November 23rd, 9:00 a.m. 

Grade 6 
Season game @ JRR - Tuesday, November 10 
Season game @ Palmerston - Wednesday, November 11 
Season game @ Brown (vs. McM) - Monday, November 16 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Primary Swim Team 
 
We are so excited that our primary swim team keeps growing each season, with this year being no exception. Sixty 
devoted members have been displaying a strong commitment to their team! All practices have been well attended; each 
member striving to improve both their endurance and improving their swim skills. It is truly a pleasure to be working with 
such a devoted group of students!  
 
Practice Days:  Mondays and Wednesdays     Times: 12:00 - 12:40 p.m. 
 
Swim Meet Days:  Thursday January 14 - Hillcrest pool    Friday January 22 - Brown pool. 
*Each swim meet will begin at approximately 10:00 a.m. 
 If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to visit us at the pool or give us a call (416 393-1560) 
  
A Big Cheer to all Primary members!  
From your Brown Primary Swim team Coaches: Mr. Daigneau, Mrs. Jeffery, Mrs. Padassery and Ms Wu 

Girls’ Basketball 
 
There was an incredible turnout for the girls’ basketball team. More than 50 girls came to the tryouts, fighting for only 10 
available spots. As each tryout came to an end, the decision to find the ten girls seemed impossible. The dedication of the 
girls, and the desire to learn the game of basketball forced the coaches to in fact create two teams....a Grade 4/5 team 
and a Grade 6 team. The girls are working incredibly hard, Monday and Friday mornings, in preparation for their individual 
tournaments.  
 
The Grade 4/5 team  will play a one day tournament on Tuesday November 24 at RH McGregor PS.  The Grade 6 team  
will participate in a one day tournament on Thursday November 26 at Brown PS.  We are looking forward to a fantastic 
season, and cannot wait to get the games underway! 
 
Coaches:  Mr. D. and Mr. Wittenberg 
 



 
 

 

Boys’ Slo-Pitch 
 
This year's Boys’ Slo-Pitch team had a very successful season winning all of their regular season games, 
most by very convincing scores.  The offence was high powered, scoring 61 runs in the teams 5 regular 
season games. The defence was near flawless allowing only 10 runs in 5 games. Unfortunately, the 
team’s dream of a city title ended against Allenby in a game that was tied going into the last inning. 

Brown Boys’ Slo-Pitch will be stronger than ever next year with as many as 9 players returning from this year’s team. 

 
Ice Hockey  
 
All tryouts and practices will take place at North Toronto Arena, 8-9 a.m. on the dates listed below: 
 
TRY-OUT # 1 – Tuesday, November 17   PRACTICE # 1 – Tuesday, December 1 
TRY-OUT # 2 – Tuesday, November 24   PRACTICE # 2 – Wednesday December 9 
***The team list will be posted after the second try-out*** PRACTICE # 3 – Wednesday December 16 
 
Coaches: Mr. Ellis, Mr. Profiti and Jonah Weslak 
 

Cross Country 
 
Félicitation aux quatre filles qui ont représenté Brown hier à Cross-Country! Contratulations to Zoey, Jessica, Juliet and Jazz, 
who all ran very fast at Cross-Country. Zoey, in Ms Regan’s class, laced up her shoes and finished 23rd! Jessica, dans la 
classe de Mlle. Bondy, ext officiellement la 9e fille la plus vite de 2e anée de la ville de Toronto! Juliet in M. Paré’s class 
battled hills and a muddy creek to finish 43rd in the city of Toronto. Jazz de la classe de Mlle. Cloutier a fini la journée avec 
enthousiasme.  
 
Congratulations Jazz on your 2nd place finish among Grade 6 girls!! 
 

WAY TO GO BROWN – FÉLICITATION BROWN!!! 
 
A special thank you to all coaches: Mme Sulymko, M. Paré, Mlle. Bondy, Ms Baptist, Ms Bower, Ms Wu, Ms Fox. 

 
Girls’ Slo-Pitch 2009 
 
Many, many talented girls tried out for this year’s slo-pitch team.  After four grueling try-outs, our helpful and fun coaches, 
Darrin and Mme B’Dacy, narrowed it down to 15 players.  After many practices in the cold and rain, we were finally ready to 
face our ultimate challenge:  the tournament.  Fast forward to the 8th of October: we were extremely nervous, but we had faith 
that we would show all doubters that we could succeed. 
 
We faced five excellent teams and won five challenging games.  We were excited and happy to be the tournament 
champions.  Our next test came Monday the 12th of October:  The conference semi-finals against John Ross Robertson.  Our 
team was ready and confident.  The game was tight, but again we were victorious. 
 
Skip ahead to our final trial:  the conference finals.  We faced a very strong Williamson Road team.  Sadly this is where our 
winning streak ended.   
 
We are so very proud of our 6 and 1 record and the fact that we won the first conference final banner for Girls’ Slo-Pitch in 31 
years. 
 
Many thanks to all my Liger teammates:  Annabel “No Show” D., Chloé “Sneaky” M., Genevieve “G-Force” F., Irene “Neat” S.,   
Juliet “ Beast” S., Lauren “Cold-Blooded” W., Mary Jane “ Safety” T., Michelle “Red” S., Mithra “The Cannon” A., Sara 
“Forrest” M., Sara “Henry and Liza” A., Sigourney “George” F., Simone “Moonwalk” S. and Taylor “Sweep” M. 
 
Many more thanks to all of the parents who drove us back and forth to all of our games and for being our cheering section.  A 
huge thank you to Collette “The Ump” Robert for opening her house to us.  Thank you to Mr. “Whip” Wittenberg for organizing 
our tournament.  Last, but not least, thank-you to Darrin for giving us his time, energy, expertise and humour!  

-- By Eden “Stella” B. (The Pitcher not a Belly Itcher!) 
 

Do you have news or events to announce in an upcomi ng Bulletin? Send the details to bulletin@brownscho ol.ca  



 


