
 
NEWS FROM THE OFFICE OF M. J. GIULIANI & S. LITNER – OCTOBER 2009 

 
 

If you have not received this Bulletin…  
 

…please visit www.brownschool.ca  and signup to receive it! 
 

If you do not have an email account, please inform the office in writing and a paper copy will be provided. 
 

Facility Improvement News 
We are delighted to inform you of some of the improvements to our school during the summer: The driveway off of Avenue 
Road was paved and the school yard has new asphalt in many areas. The Music Room and Gym have new blinds. 

 

Staff News & Reorganization 
 
�  Congratulations to Paul and Stephanie Profiti  on the arrival of their daughter, Everly Charlotte Profiti, on September 

24, 2009. 
�  Ms Hirsch  has posted a blog so we can follow her adventures at St. Peter’s in Canterbury, U.K. this year. Please visit 

http://www.misshirschadventures.blogspot.com  
�  We welcome student teachers from OISE,  University of Toronto for this term: Ms Madeline El Dabaghi is with Mr. 

Wittenberg in Room 33 and Mr. John Robinson has joined Ms Nathanson’s class in Room 21. We know that these 
placements are beneficial to all.  

 
Our school opening has been smooth and we had very little reorganization necessary. 
�  The English Kindergarten classes are now 20 and under, and the French Senior Kindergarten classes meets the 

exemption of 23 students per class. 
�  Mrs. Regan’s Grade One/Two classroom has become a Grade One only. 
�  The Grade Two children from Mrs. Regan have joined the Grade Two group in Ms Wu’s class. 
 
We appreciate the cooperation from parents and staff as we worked together to meet the class cap size in our primary 
division. Although changes can be difficult at times, with a positive attitude from all involved we were able to make these 
changes very smoothly and with no disruption to programs. We would like to thank our parents, staff and students for their 
support. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 

Thursday October 15 School Council Meeting, 9:00 a.m. in the Meeting Room 
Mon Oct 26 – Fri Oct 30 School-Wide Dental Screening 
Wednesday October 28 School-Wide Pediculosis Screening 

Friday October 30 Pizza Lunch 
Mon Nov 9 – Thurs Nov 12   School Liaison Officer Marcie Beavan   

Thursday November 12 Fall Fling, 6:30 p.m. at the Badminton & Racquet Club 
Friday November 13 Professional Activity for Staff (no classes for students) 

Monday November 30 Term 1 Reports are sent home 
Wednesday November 25 (AM) Sibling photos & photo retakes 

Friday December 4 Professional Activity Day / Reporting to Parents 

Thursday December 10 Winterfest Concert (AM)– save the date! AM Kindergarten 
will perform; PM Kindergarten will perform in the spring 
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The School Year is off to a great start!  
 
The staff is very busy and should be acknowledged for providing your children with so many extra 
curricular activities. Jonah Weslak and Darrin Chin from the Parks & Recreation office have once 
again joined with our staff to support and coach school teams. By working together we do great 
things for our students!  
 
Our Curriculum Night  on September 24 provided us with the opportunity to meet so many of our 
parents. Thank you to Unicorn Daycare for once again providing child care for so many of our 
families on this evening. It is such a pleasure to work with Unicorn Childcare who contributes 
excellent care each day for many of our students.  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

EQAO 2009 
 
The individual reports for last year’s Grade 3 students have been sent home. The reports for Grade 6 students are sent on 
to their new school. We are delighted with our student progress. Over 93% of our Grade 3 students achieved level 3 or 4 in 
Mathematics and 90% of our Grade 6 students achieved level 3 or 4 in Reading. We do use our EQAO data along with 
other student assessment information in our school improvement planning. 

We are always concerned about ensuring the safety o f our students: 
 
�  Please do not leave your child in the school yard before 8:35 a.m. when supervision begins.  
�  Our front and side doors are locked from 9:15 until 3:30 each day. A security camera and buzzer system monitors 

entrance through our front door. 
�  Primary Students (Kindergarten to Grade 2) play in the primary playground and the gates are to be locked.  
�  Parents coming into the school for any reason must begin their visit in the office. All visitors to classrooms are asked 

to sign in to the office and obtain a visitor badge.  
�  Please try to schedule appointments after school hours. If you need to pick up your child during the day, please send a 

note to the classroom teacher. Your child will meet you in the office and you will sign your child out of the school. 
�  Parents are requested to speak to their children about personal safety and the importance of following established 

routines and the School Code of Behaviour. 
 
Please see the last page of this Bulletin for an article on Safety Tips for Parents , provided by Toronto Police Services.  
Thank you for your cooperation and a big thank you to all of you who comply with our requests. 

Toronto Police Service School Safety Program  
 
We are fortunate to have Police Constable Marcie Beaven from Division #53 deliver the following 
programs to our students during the week of November 9th-12th:  
 
JK/SK:  Community Helpers  Grade 2:  Personal Safety          Grade 5:  Bullying 
Grade 1:  Traffic Safety   Grade 4:  Internet Safety Grade 6:  Drug Awareness and  
        Youth & the Law 
 

Grade 6 Graduation June 2009 
 
We were proud of the accomplishments of all of our graduates last June. In Brown School tradition, many awards were 
presented to our Grade 6 students at our Graduation Ceremony. We would like to share this with you to acknowledge the 
success of our graduates, and we also hope this will inspire many of our students presently in Grade 6 to work toward 
receiving one of these awards in June 2010. 
 

Patty Love Citizenship Award……………………..Mitchell Cadden & Sandeep Niranjan 
Principal’s Award  Academic Achievement ……..Emma Howard & Paighton Arsenault 
Student Leadership Awards……………………….Mary Mcknee & Jared Wineberg 

                                                                              Laith Goldie & Rosemary Snell 
Athlete of the Year………………………………….Katharine Scully & Harrison Kinnear 
Steve Pett Sportsmanship……………………….. Inge de Ruiter & Ben Wronski 
Environmental Leadership …………………… …..Matthew Burpee Jones 

Thank you to our School Council  
We would like to express our appreciation to Yvonne Harding and Kelli Belanger  for their time and 
commitment as our School Council Co-Chairs over the past two years. Our Kiss’N Ride program, the 
Parent Council After-Four Program and our school yard mural are just a few of the initiatives that 
were completed under their leadership. It was a pleasure to work with them, and your children have 
benefited greatly from their work.  
 
We welcome Lisa Bernstein  as our new School Council Chair. We look forward to working with her! 
The entire School Council puts forth a tremendous effort and works cooperatively with the school and 
Brown Community and should be acknowledged for their efforts.    
 



 
 

NEWS FROM AROUND BROWN SCHOOL 
 
Toonie For Terry Was A Great Success!  
 
Our Toonie for Terry Walk on September 25 was an opportunity to raise awareness about Terry Fox and his Marathon of 
Hope and also provided our students with an opportunity to help raise funds for cancer research.  Thank you to everyone for 
your support!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dental Screening at Brown, 1936 
City of Toronto Archives 

Dental Screening 
 
Toronto Public Health provides dental screening to children in Kindergarten to Grade 
8. Brown School will participate in this program begin ning on October 26.  The 
goal of the program is to identify children with oral health problems. The screening 
consists of an assessment by a dental hygienist using sterilized instruments. The 
dental hygienist will assess the need for topical fluoride, scaling, sealants or any other 
obvious dental needs.  
 
As a follow up to the screening, only parents whose children require dental services 
will be notified by a note sent home with the child. Toronto Public Health dental staff 
may contact parents by telephone to assist in the access of care. 

This dental screening does not replace the dental e xaminations done by a licensed dentist.  If you require more 
information, please contact Toronto Public Health, Dental & Oral Health Services at 416 370 4780. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

News from Unicorn Daycare 
 
Unicorn Day Care still has limited spaces available in the morning and afternoon half-day programs for JK 
& SK children.  
 
If interested please call Eric Mackey at 416 929 6841. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

QSP Magazine Drive 
  
We would like to thank our Junior students and all of our Brown parents who supported our QSP Magazine Drive.  We 
would like to remind parents that you may continue to renew any existing subscriptions or take out new subscriptions any 
time throughout the year.  Magazines make great gifts and the holidays are fast approaching.  The students at Brown 
School will continue to benefit from your support.  Subscribe on-line at www.QSP.ca - our group number is 9143. 
 

School-Wide Pediculosis (Lice) Screening is on Wedn esday, October 28 
 
The TDSB Pediculosis Coordinator and a group of trained parents will do head checks for every class. Volunteers are  
essential to the smooth running of school wide lice checks and volunteers are needed to assist.  No experience is necessary 
as you will be trained by experienced persons. 
 
If you can spare 30-45 minutes of your time on October 28, please contact Karen Janes at karenjanes@rogers.com. 

French Information 
 
The Toronto District School Board offers a variety of French Immersion and Extended French Programs across the city. 
Members of this community have expressed an interest in increasing access to Early French Immersion programs in the 
area. This interest was conveyed to TDSB Program staff through the Central Feasibility Process in April 2009. As a result, a 
feasibility study has begun to examine the French Immersion needs in Ward 11 and the surrounding area. 
 
A committee will be convened that will include Superintendent(s), Trustees, Principals, School Council Chairs or designates, 
Program and Facility Services staff, and a representative from the French as a Second Language Advisory Committee 
(FSLAC). 
 
The first meeting of this committee to begin this phase of the process has been set for October 2 at 7:00pm in the Library of 
Forest Hill C.I. We will keep continue to publish updates in the newsletter as the process unfolds. 
 



 
École Brown School Library News 
����
�  In the past few days, the Library has purchased $3,000 worth of new books.  This money was 

from a Ministry of Education fund given to libraries across Ontario. These new books will be 
available for the kids to borrow as soon as they have been catalogued.  

 
�  This year we will have a Book Donation Wish List  in the library. You may wish to donate a book 

to the library in your name, or donate a book in your child's name. You can inscribe their name as 
well as the donor's name in the book.  

 
�  The school board has launched a new section where you can share a book on the TDSB 

website . Have you read any good books lately?  
Just Read It  encourages all students, staff and the entire TDSB community to engage in the joy of reading and to share the 
experience of reading a wide range of books with each other. Whether signed out at our school library, the local public 
library, read at home, or read in the classroom, all books submitted will be tracked and counted throughout the year. Visit 
the Just Read It page within Chris’s Place on the TDSB website as often as possible to submit your books to count 
towards the total and to recommend your favourite books to everyone! Monthly prizes will be randomly awarded to motivate 
and mobilize our school community. We hope that you will ultimately find the special book that ignites your passion for 
reading and learning! Visit the Readers’ Choice section within Chris’s Place for some book recommendations to get you 
started!                                                                                           -- Marie-France Gagnon, Teacher-Librarian / Bibliothècaire 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
News from City of Toronto Re:  Proposed Constructio n of New Watermain in the Vicinity of Avenue Road 
 
This notice is to inform you of construction that will be happening in the vicinity of Brown Public School. The City of Toronto is 
installing a new transmission watermain that will run from the High Level Pumping Station located near the intersection of 
Avenue Rd. and Dupont St. to an existing transmission watermain at Avenue Rd. and Lawrence Ave.  The selected route for 
the new watermain will be within the existing road allowance, and will run north along Avenue Road, east along Lonsdale 
Road, north along Oriole Parkway, west along Chaplin Crescent, and again north on Avenue Road. It is proposed that 
construction will commence as early as November 2009 and will take about two years to complete.  
 
At some point during this two-year timeframe, the construction of the portion near Brown Public School will take place over a 
period of several months.  Accordingly, we will provide you with scheduling updates in the fall of 2009, once the contractor has 
been retained and a detailed schedule has been finalized.  Should you have any questions or concerns, please contact The 
City of Toronto’s General Public Consultation Comment Line at 416-397-7777 or works_consultation@toronto.ca 

Lunch Program 
 
Once again we offer our enriched lunch program for students from Grades 1 to 6. Mme Gunta is taking on the position of 
Lunch Coordinator.  
 
The Grade 1 children who stay for lunch are all eating at the tables in the Library. The Grade 2 students are having lunch in 
Room 23 and 25. These arrangements are working well. The lunch areas are calm and the children enjoy having lunch with 
their friends from other classes. The Grades 3 to 6 students are eating lunch in the gym.  
 
As the weather becomes colder there will be some indoor activities as well as outdoor play time. Organized sports activities 
on the field are already available for our students. Arts and crafts for primary students, chess, free swim and numerous other 
clubs will be offered soon. Students should listen to the morning announcements for the time and location of additional lunch 
activities. 
 
Remember that our first Pizza Lunch for 2009/2010 will take place on October 30. As every child is different, the pizza slices 
may not be enough to satisfy your child at lunch. You may wish to send a fruit or other snack to complete their lunch. 
 
Greening Our Lunch Program: 
�  We request that students who stay for lunch take home any food that they do not eat so that it can be included in their 

family’s Green Bin for composting. We also feel it is important for parents and care givers to know if students are eating 
all the food that is sent to school.  

�  We will collect milk cartons and juice containers for recycling each day.  
�  All other wrappers should be taken home in your child’s lunch bag.  
 
So many children are bringing litterless lunch containers and it is really helping to cut down on the amount of garbage that is 
generated daily!! Thank you to all of the families who are supporting this school initiative! 
 



 
Outreach 
 
Another school year has begun and the Brown School Outreach Committee is gearing up for another 
fantastic year of learning about the needs of others and how we can all make a difference.  The 
Outreach Committee is a club for Grades 3-6.   Holiday Hampers, Food Banks, Warm Clothing Drives 
are just some of the great ideas the Outreach Committee has led in the past. And let’s not forget the 
unbelievable success of our Annual Dance-a-thon in February!  Last year, we partnered with Free the  

Children and raised an astonishing $19,000 to build a school in Kenya and furnish it with books, food and filtered water. 
 
In addition, the Outreach Committee allocates and distributes 10% of revenue from fundraising activities – under the 
guidance of parent volunteers – to various programs in the community. 
 
Occasionally, we will be meeting during the lunch period to discuss ideas, make posters and create other fun ways to 
spread awareness in the school of our activities. Please keep your ears tuned to the announcements for our first meeting 
date. If you are a student at Brown who really wants to m ake a difference in people's lives, WE NEED YOU.  Also, if 
you are a parent or care-giver who has an interest in Outreach, we would greatly appreciate your volunteer time during the 
lunch hour meetings. For more information, please contact Claire Goodman by email: clairegoodman@sympatico.ca. 

 

 

Brown is Green 
 
Brown is a Gold Certified EcoSchool with the Toronto District School Board (TDSB). To become an 
EcoSchool, we have to undergo an annual eco-audit by the TDSB and show that we are committed to 
improving our school’s sustainability each year. Now that we have achieved Gold certification two years 
running, we are aiming to achieve Platinum certification. 

In an EcoSchool everyone has to show a commitment to sustainability – from the principal, teachers and janitorial staff 
through to the students and parents. Students and parents can be involved by supporting the Brown Eco-Initiatives and/or 
volunteering with the Eco-Kids and Eco-Committee. 
 
Eco-Kids 
Eco-Kids is one of the most popular clubs at Brown. It is run by Ms Hazan and meets once a week during lunch to discuss 
how they can support the environment. Some of the Eco-kids projects include – creating skits to demonstrate “Litterless 
Lunches” at school assemblies, seeding herbs to sell at Garden Fete, planting bulbs to beautify the school yard and 
promoting green initiatives on the Eco bulletin board. If your child would like to be a part of Eco-Kids please have them 
speak with Ms Hazan in Room 28. 
 
Eco-Committee 
The Eco-Committee is made up of parent volunteers who meet approximately three times a year to discuss initiatives to 
help make Brown a more sustainable school. Our first meeting of the year is Friday, Oct. 16th from 9 to 10 a.m. in the 
Meeting Room at the school.  
 
Brown Eco-Initiatives 
�  Kiss and Ride Program – reduces congestion and car emissions by providing a safe way to drop your child at school. 

Pull up at the designated area on Poplar Plains and an adult will open the door to help your child out. A student from 
Grade 6 will then escort your child safely to the school ground. 

�  ABC-Anything But Car day – held every Wednesday to encourage families to leave behind the car and find a more 
sustainable way to commute to school. 

�  Litterless Lunches – encourages families to pack snacks and lunches in reusable containers to reduce litter on the 
school grounds. 

�  Solar Panels – the school will be undergoing a solar audit by the TDSB to see if it is feasible to install solar thermal 
panels to heat the swimming pool.   

�  Garden Fête – the aim is to reduce all garbage at our annual event and highlight ways of being more environmentally 
sustainable.  

�  School Grounds – maintain nature in our school grounds and clean up litter. To celebrate Brown’s 100th anniversary we 
are proposing the planting of an Xeriscape garden in the two planters on the south side of the school yard. Plans for the 
garden will be unveiled at the Fall Fling.  

�  Fall Fling Crafts – the crafts made by students to sell at the Fall Fling are made with recycled materials to demonstrate 
the reuse of materials into new uses. 

�  Earth Day – involve the students in a project to observe Earth Day. 

 
 
 



 
History Moment: 100 Years of Brown School  
 
Brown School was built in 1909 to relieve overcrowding at Cottingham Street School. Brown 
was named after Charles Albert Beaumont Brown, a veteran member of the Board of 
Education from 1882-1920. Sadly, Mr. Brown died in Toronto's first hit and run accident. 

 
Brown School had 333 students when it started in 1910 and grew to 1063 students in 1922. (This was an average of 46 
students per classroom) 

 

FROM THE PARENT COUNCIL 
 

Once again, we extend a warm welcome to all of the families who are new to Brown PS this year. 
 
It was a pleasure meeting those of you who were able to attend the New Parents’ Welcome Breakfast  and those who 
attended our first meeting in September.   What a tremendous turnout! Parents interested in joining the Parent Council are 
always welcome. Anyone interested should email Lisa Bernstein at bernstl@lao.on.ca. The next meeting is scheduled for 
Thursday, October 15th at 9:00 a.m. in the meeting room. 
  
Thank you to all of you who agreed to take on the role of Class Parent , and to Anita Sedgwick for hosting the coffee morning 
last week - it was a great way for everyone to meet each other.  
  
After-4 Programs 
The Parent Council will be offering After-4 Programs to all Brown students beginning the week of October 19th. Programs in 
the Fall Term will run for an 8-week period.  Registration forms have been sent home and are due after Thanksgiving 
weekend.  Favourites such as Mad Science, Games, and Digital Photography are back along with a few new programs such 
as Drumming.   Some programs are limited in space, so please sign up early! Programs will again be offered for 8 weeks 
during the Winter and Spring terms. Course offerings may vary from term to term. 
 
The Brown Handbook 
Once again, the Parent Council will be distributing the Brown School Handbook to all families later this month.  The Handbook 
is a valuable information resource for need to know school information such as the school year calendar, school office hours 
and contact info, programs, clubs and Community Centre information.  
 
100th Anniversary 
2010 is not just an Olympic year! Brown School marks its 100th Anniversary in 2010. The Parent Council plans on recognizing 
this fantastic milestone in true Brown fashion.  All those interested in being part of the planning for this tremendous occasion 
should contact Lisa Bernstein at bernstl@lao.on.ca.   
 

 

The final date to submit Wrapping Paper & Chocolate  Orders is Friday, October 16 
 
Parties and presents galore make wrapping paper an essential item year-round.  Reminders for 
ordering: 
�  Order online at www.stanbridge-innisbrook.com; Brown School code is 124849 
�  Print the payment voucher and return to school along with cheque payable to Brown Parent 

Council. NO CASH PLEASE. 
�  Helpline for orders: 1-877-525-5608  

 
 

The Fall Fling is the Brown School fundraising event which brings parents, teachers and 
staff together for an evening of conversation, good  food and entertaining activities.   
This year’s Fling will take place on Thursday, November 12 at the Badminton & Racquet 
Club, located at Yonge & St. Clair.  The Fling will feature a Silent Auction, the Giving Tree, a 
Balloon Burst and wonderfully innovative crafts which will be produced in our classrooms 
over the next few weeks.   

Please watch for the order forms and further Fall Fling details in the coming when they are sent home with your child. More 
details are also available at www.brownschool.ca. See you at the Fling!  
.   
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED!  Please contact Dianne Burk or Francesca Milan. dianneburk@sympatico.ca or 
fmilan21@gmail.com.  



 
 

SPORTS CORNER 
 

Noon Swim – Come Out and Enjoy the Fun! 
 

A recreational swim program for Grades 1-6! Days: Tuesdays and Thursdays. Times: 12:00 - 12:40 p.m. 
 

Each student must have his/her own bathing suit, bathing cap and towel. 
 

-- Mrs. J. and Mr. D., Brown Aquatic Staff 
 
Boys’ Football 
The Boys played in a one day tournament on October 
6th and won all of their games against Allenby, JRR 
and Clinton. WAY TO GO BOYS!!! 

Girls’ Football   
The Girls’ Football team will play their 
first game on Wednesday, October 14 at 
McMurrich P.S.  

 

 

The team will be playing in the 
Semi-Finals on October 20th, 21st 
or 22nd...the date has yet to be 
confirmed. 
 
More information to follow! 
 

Parent drivers are needed! If you can help out, please come by the 
school at 3:15 on October 14.  
 
The team will then participate in a one day tournament on 
Monday, October 19 at Winston Churchill Park. A letter has been 
sent home with all the info so take a peek into your daughter's 
backpack if you haven't seen the information letter yet. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
Boys’ Slo-Pitch 
 
The boys finished the regular season with a perfect 5 
and 0 record. The boys are also off to the semi-finals 
against an opponent yet to be determined.  

Girls’ Slo-Pitch 
 
The team participated in a one day tournament 
on October 8th against 5 other schools. At the 
end of the day, the girls from Brown were 
victorious!    

 

Once the semi-final game has been 
scheduled, the team will be notified by 
the coaches. The semi-finals will 
definitely take place the week of 
October 13. 

The girls now going on to the semi-finals thanks to the great 
baseball played by all. 
 
Semi-Finals are on Tuesday October 14 at John Ross Robertson 
after school. Parent drivers are needed, please contact Mme 
B'Dacy to let her know if you can help out with the transportation 
to and/or from the game. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cross Country 
 
The first meet took place at Ashbridges Bay on Monday, October 5th. Brown School was well represented and had a great 
day! All students who qualified will race again on Thursday, October 15th at Ashbridges Bay. More info to follow from your 
coaches.  
 
A reminder to all students who did not qualify: please return your team t-shirt to school as soon as possible. T-shirts can 
be given to any of the Cross Country coaches or Mr. Profiti. 
 

Upcoming Sports Teams  
 
Grade 5 Boys Volleyball 
Grade 6 Boys Volleyball 
Girls Basketball  
Ice Hockey  
 
More information about try-outs 
and practices will posted on the 
school website and on the bulletin 
board outside the Gym. You may 
also listen for details during 
morning announcements. 
 

Primary Swim Team  
 
The primary swim tryouts were held the week of September 28th during your 
child’s regular swim class. If a student was away we gave them an additional 
opportunity the week of October 5th! On Wednesday, October 7th at 12:00 pm, 
we had our first primary swim team "2009" meeting. At this brief team meeting we 
discussed the expectations of being a swim team member. Each student received 
a practice schedule - please POST IT!  
 
A Big Congratulations to all our Primary swim team members of 2009! 
 
Remember: We meet on Wednesdays, 12:00-12:40 p.m. SHARP!! 
Bring your bathing suit, bathing cap, goggles and towel…and please label all 
swim equipment! 
 
Coaches:  Mr. Daigneau, Mrs. Jeffery, Mrs. Padassery and Ms Wu 



 
 

Halloween Safety Tips 

Halloween provides an opportunity for parents and children to spend time 
together creating costumes, carving pumpkins, planning trick or treat 
activities and participating in family parties.  
 
Halloween is a big event at schools and provides opportunities for parties, 
creative activities, art programs and impromptu history lessons.  
 
Halloween is also a time for students, parents, and  schools to take 
extra care to ensure safety and security. 

 

 

TRICK OR TREATING SAFETY 
 

�  Have your child carry a flashlight.     
 
�  NEVER go into a stranger's house. 
 
�  NEVER trick or treat with people you do not know. 

 
�  Trick or treat only at homes you know. 

 
�  Children should always stay in groups if no parent is present. 

 
�  Younger children should ALWAYS be accompanied by an older person. 

 
�  Accompany your child when trick or treating. 

 
�  If you can not accompany your child then know the route your child will take. 

 
�  Flame resistant (retardant) costumes are in order. Keep costumes short and remind children to 

stay away from pumpkins with candles in them.  
 

�  Remind children to stay away from pets they do not know.  
 

�  Remind children of road safety rules:  
o Cross only at corners.  
o Do not criss-cross the road. Go up one side of the road and down the other side.  
o Never cross between parked cars.  
o Walk facing on-coming traffic if there is no sidewalk. 

 
�  If adults are driving their children, drive slowly, with lights on and be cautious when pulling to the 

side of the road.  
 

�  Children should NEVER eat any treats until parents have had a chance to go through them and 
inspect them. Parents should look for tampering of packages and discard any they believe to be 
unsafe. 
 

�  Children should wear their own shoes when trick or treating. Wearing costume shoes/boots can be 
dangerous and uncomfortable.  
 

�  Remind children that not everyone celebrates Halloween, and to avoid any homes that have no 
lights on. Also remind children not to run through neighbours’ yards or gardens.  
 

�  With older children be sure to know what other events (such as parties) they plan on attending. 
 

�  Set time limits when children should return home. 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 

53 DIVISION TORONTO POLICE 
 

Protect Your Child 
 

Here are some safety tips to help you keep your chi ldren safe: 
 

 
Teach Your Child: 

·  His/her name, age, telephone number including the area code, address, city , province 
·  How to contact you, the police, fire department, or ambulance service in the case of an emergency 
·  To keep you informed as to his/her whereabouts at all times 
·  Never to admit to being alone in the home when answering the telephone 
·  Never to invite strangers into the house OR even answer the door when he/she is alone 
·  Never to approach or enter a stranger’s car 
·  That he/she should never hitchhike 
·  That you are sensitive to his/her fears and he/she can talk to you about anything 
·  That a police officer is a friend who can be relied upon when he/she is lost 
·  Never to play alone – always be with friends 

 
Also discuss with your child: 

·  That he/she should trust his/her feelings and say NO to an adult, especially if the adult wants him/her to do 
something that is wrong 

·  Not to accept gifts from strangers 
·  That adults rarely ask a child for help 
·  To tell you if someone has asked them to keep a secret from you 
·  That no one has the right to touch any part of his/her body that a bathing suit covers 
·  That if he/she is being followed, he/she should run home or go to the nearest busy place and yell for help 
·  To report to you, school authorities or a police officer, anyone who acts suspiciously towards him/her 
·  Not to enter anyone’s home without your permission 
·  Never to play in deserted buildings or isolated areas 
·  Avoid taking shortcuts through parks or fields 
·  Carry enough money to make a phone call home 
·  Never to show his money, and if attacked for it, to give it up rather than risk injury 

 
And You Should: 

·  Provide schools or day-care centers with the names of person(s) to whom your child may be released 
·  Avoid clothing or toys with your child’s name on it as children are less fearful of someone who knows and calls 

them by name 
·  Never leave your child alone in a public place, stroller or car – even for a minute 
·  Always accompany children to the bathroom in a public place and advise them not to loiter in or around these areas 

 
 

Prepared by: Community School Liaison 
53 Division 

Toronto Police Service 

 


