
 
NEWS FROM THE OFFICE OF M. J. GIULIANI & S. LITNER – JUNE 2010 

 
Garden Fête on Saturday, May 29 was another amazing  celebration! 
 

    
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

This was Brown School’s 94th annual Garden Fête, and it was truly a memorable 
event. Mr. Ellis and our student performers offered outstanding entertainment. The 
opening parade, magician, games and activities brought smiles to our children’s faces. 
Ian Carmichael once again organized the most amazing café with the best salad bar in 
the city.  
 
The School and Parent ECO committee made another very positive contribution to this 
event. We are delighted to inform you that our school has attained Platinum Status  for 
our ECO efforts. The school will be recognized by the TDSB in the fall. Well done 
Brown! 
 
The Brown Community had a very successful alumni celebration on Friday evening, 
May 28. A big thank you to the Co chairs of our 100 Years Committee, Yvonne Harding 
and Cathy Milne, along with their committee members.  
 
Our Garden Fête Co-Chairs, Claire Blicker and Currie Ross, and their many committee 
members facilitated an outstanding Garden Fête. Thank you to parents for your 
generous donations and for volunteering your time. Anji Shukla offered her artistic 
talents to all of our celebrations. 

Wednesday June 16 Track & Field City Finals 
Thursday June 17 Brown Singers - evening performance, 7 p.m. in the gym 

Friday June 18 Pizza Lunch 
Monday June 21 All  school Library books are due back 

Thursday June 24 Grade 6 Graduation, 1:15 p.m. 
Monday June 28 Reports are sent home 
Tuesday June 29 Last day of classes                                           

Wednesday  June 30 PA day (no classes for students) 
Tuesday September 7 Welcome Back! First Day of Classes 

September 23 & 24 School Photo Days 
November 2010  Island School Trip (2.5 days) for Grades 5 & 6. More 

information to follow in the fall! 

 

In This Issue:  
News from the Office……...............1 
Staff News…...……………………...2 
Principal’s Message………………..3 
Library News, Eco Committee…….4 
From the Parent Council…………..5 
100 Years at Brown………………..5 
Aquatics……………………………..6 
Sports Corner…..…………………..7 
Internet Safety Tips………………..9 
Blast off with Breakfast…………..10 
 

REMINDER:  
Please return all library books  
and sports team shirts  as 
soon as possible! 



   
Trustee Josh Matlow was at the Fête to present Mrs. Giuliani with a plaque from the TDSB to acknowledge the Brown’s Centenary Anniversary 

 
Spring Music Events 
 
Our Spring Concert  took place on May 26. We were delighted to have so many parents and family members attend the 
performance. We are so proud of our music program and our student involvement. Our classroom presentations delighted the 
audience. Our junior choir of over 70 members was impressive! It was amazing to see so many of our students have the skills 
and confidence to play the musical accompaniment for the songs. Thank you to Mr. Ellis, our band instructor Kinnert Sagee, 
our strings instructor Bozena Szubert and our concert committee along with the entire staff for such an excellent concert. 
 

On Thursday evening, June 17, the multi- talented Brown junior choir will perform in the school gym, “Song Sung Brown”. 
The doors will open at 6:30 p.m. and the performance begins at 7 p.m. 

 

STAFF NEWS 
 

�  Mme Anna  will be returning to Brown School after a year of travelling. Please join us in welcoming her back to our 
French Immersion staff.  

 
�  We are pleased that Ms. Hirsch  will return to Brown School from her year in the United Kingdom. We look forward to 

hearing about her adventures. At this time, she is on a school holiday travelling through France!   
 

�  Ms. Bower  will return to her position in Canterbury in September. This exchange has been a wonderful opportunity 
for staff and students to make a global connection. We were delighted to have Ms. Bower with us this year and she 
will be truly missed by all of us who have appreciated her professional and enthusiastic attitude.  

 
�  We will also be saying goodbye to Mlle Danisch  who will be teaching at Williamson Road Public School next year. 

We shall miss her happy and positive attitude and we thank her for providing her students with a caring and positive 
learning environment this year.  

 
�  Mme Blanchard  will be on maternity leave from June 20 to October 2010. We are delighted to inform you that Mlle 

Michalski who is a regular occasional teacher at Brown will be teaching Mme Blanchard’s class until the end of June.  
   
Our staffing model for the 2010 -2011 school year  has been posted to the school website, www.brownschool.ca. For your 
information, this model is prepared using the number of students projected by the TDSB for each grade for the upcoming 
school year. As you know, we must keep our primary classes at 20 students and under to meet the Ministry cap of 20 
students per class. Therefore, you will notice that our staffing model does have several combined grades. All student 
placements at this time are tentative. We continue to register new students to the school well into September and some 
families do move away, it may be necessary to adjust our staffing model in September to best meet the needs of the students 
in the school. We appreciate your patience and understanding as we work through this process.    
 

ADDITIONAL NEWS FROM THE OFFICE 
 
Thank you to our School Liaison Officer from Toronto Police 53 Division, Constable Marcie Beaven, who did an Internet 
Safety presentation for our parents  on June 3. It was very informative. Notes from one of our parents follows on page 9. 
 
We are pleased to advise you that we have had a defibrillator recently installed in our main hallway. We do have staff trained 
to use this device.  
 
A number of parents have indicated that they have seen a fox  on neighbouring streets  in the mornings. Our school safety 
committee felt that it would be important to inform you about this so that you can speak to your children about this.  
 



 

LOOKING AHEAD TO SEPTEMBER 2010 
 
Our bell rings at 8:50 a.m. All staff will be in the playground on the first day of school with signs indicating their name and 
room number. The children will be escorted into the school. Please remember that student supervision in the yard does not 
begin until 8:55 a.m., so please do not leave your child in the playground until supervision begins. Students should be picked 
up in the playground at 3:30 pm at the end of the school day. Have a great summer and we look forward to seeing y ou on 
Tuesday September 7, 2010! 

 
Senior Kindergarten parents:  Please see “Frequently asked Questions About Starting Grade One” tip sheet at 
www.brownschool.ca for answers to many of the questions you may have about preparing for September! 
 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE   
 
It has been an honour to have been the principal of Brown School for the past 7 years.  
 
We have accomplished a great deal by working together. Our school is built upon a foundation of a great staff supported by 
involved parents and motivated students. This is the winning combination that has produced very positive results. I am so 
proud of what we are able to provide for your children. Here are some of the things that we have initiated over the years: 
  

�  We have improved our student safety  with the addition of our camera monitoring the front door and our buzzer 
entrance system. The Kiss’ N Ride drop off for mornings has made for safer and more efficient student drop off. 

�  Our sports field  has provided an excellent play area for your children. I wonder how many parents remember our 
dusty or muddy field.  

�  All sports teams  have new Brown team clothing. 
�  The rock garden  offers our students an area for shade and an outdoor classroom. It is so wonderful to see children 

sitting on the rocks reading books. 
�  Our junior classrooms and most of the primary classes have new furniture  (desks and chairs). 
�  The Kindergarten classrooms  have new furniture in the centres such as the housekeeping and kitchen areas. They 

also have new carpets and curtains. 
�  All classes have updated books  in the classroom library. 
�  We have full-time gym, library and music teachers  who offer programs to all of our students. 
�  Classes have manipulative math materials  and math carts full of hands on materials. 
�  The new music room has an impressive collection of musical equipment  with the addition of an electronic drum kit 

this year. 
�  We have musical instruments  to support our itinerant music programs, Orff, Band and Strings. 
�  There is a new stage  for concerts and presentations in the gym. Additional risers have been ordered for plays and 

presentations. 
�  Our Library  has been weeded and updated French and English books have been purchased to provide our students 

with an extensive bilingual collection. The library has new shelving, flooring and curtains. It is an exciting and 
welcoming atmosphere for Brown students. 

�  We have created a book room of shared reading materials for our staff to use in their classrooms. 
�  We have updated technology  this year with the addition of 7 new computers, 4 Smart Boards and digital voice 

recorders. 
�  We offer enrichment  for all students with Scientist in the Schools programs and we provide bilingual theatre or 

musical presentations for all children. 
�  We have many school teams and clubs  where our students can pursue an interest or talent.  
�  Our students have developed ECO awareness with our ECO initiatives . 
�  Students have developed empathy for others from the local and global activities provided by the Outreach Club . 
�  We have consistent assessment tools  and staff use collected data to provide the best instruction for their students. 
�  We are delighted that our children’s scores on EQAO have improved significantly over the years. 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to work with the entire Brown community. It has been a memorable time in my career. There is 
a true sense of Brown spirit and pride in our school that makes us extremely proud of our past, aware of our decisive impact 
on the present and determination to engage confidently in the future.  
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LIBRARY NEWS 
 
Brown School had the pleasure of having two fantastic authors visit this term. These authors were part of the Forest of 
Reading 2010 contest. Mr. Jeremy Tankard  is the winner for best picture book for BOO HOO BIRD. Mme Mireille Messier 
presented her new book CHAPEAU CHARLOTTE. The students had a great time and have learned a lot from these two 
authors. 
 

  
 

REMINDER: Please return all library books by June 2 1st as we need to clean up and start to organize fo r September.  

 
Summer vacation is almost here!  To keep skills strong and learning fresh, try some of the following ideas: 
 

�  Join the Public Library summer reading program. 
�  Read every day...this summer would be a great time to choose a picture or chapter book and read aloud each 

evening as a family. 
�  Keep a vacation journal. Ask your child to write about and illustrate a journal page for each day of your vacation. Bake 

cookies together, build a kite... 
 
Have a wonderful summer and thanks for all your support towards the library. Bon été 2010!  
 
Marie-France Gagnon, Teacher-Librarian 
 

ECO COMMITTEE 

 
 

�  ABC participation (Anything But Car Wednesdays) 
�  Litterless Lunches 
�  Waste audit and focused reduction of garbage 
�  "Greening" the Garden Fête 
�  Curriculum which incorporated Eco-themes across the entire school 
�  100 Ways Brown is Green (the 100th anniversary brainstorming wall) 
�  Turning out the lights and closing/opening the curtains to better use natural light 
�  Custodial staff's extra efforts in managing the energy usage 

 
Let's keep up the good work and remember: Platinum is something we have to earn each and every year so let's keep it up! 
 
The Eco Committee Co-Chairs would like to thank our whole Eco-team and particularly Jane Giuliani and Peter Wilkinson for 
making this happen.  It would not have been the same without the enthusiasm of the Eco Kids and their inspirational leaders, 
Leslie Hazan and Holly Bondy. Green is good but PLATINUM IS GREAT! 
 
-- Amanda Levey & Mélisse Craig, Eco Committee Co-Chairs 

What’s better than Gold…? 
 
We're very excited at the news that the many efforts of staff and students alike have resulted in this 
newest designation through TDSB – EcoSchools - the highest level - Platinum! 
 
Some of the efforts that made the difference: 
 



 
 

FROM THE PARENT COUNCIL 
 

Summer’s Here…. 
  
Wow – where did the time go? Another fantastic and exciting year at Brown is winding down. Everyone has been so busy with 
all of the important activities that we do at our special school.  From our incredible fundraisers to the excitement of this year’s 
100th Anniversary celebrations, it has been a year to remember!! 
  
On behalf of the entire Parent Council, I would like to extend a huge thank-you to the many parents who devoted so much 
of their time and energy to making Brown an extraordinary place for their children to attend.  I would also like to thank the 
Administration and Staff who work tirelessly throughout the year to create a positive, caring and nurturing environment for our 
students. 
  
And finally – a huge, warm and teary-eyed thank-you to our fantas tic Principal, Jane Giuliani.   After 7 years of complete 
devotion to our school, Jane is retiring.  Jane has left her mark on Brown and she will be difficult to replace. We are certainly 
going to miss her! We wish her good health and fulfillment and she enters this next chapter of her life.   
  
Brown Parent Council always welcomes new parents, volunteers and interesting new initiatives!  Check the website and 
Bulletin to see how you can get involved for next year, or contact me at bernstl@lao.on.ca.  
  
Wishing you all a safe and happy summer! 
  
Lisa Bernstein, Chair, Parent Council 
 

If your email is changing or your child is graduating this summer, please remember to update your profile on our school 
email system  by visiting http://www.brownschool.ca/news.asp?ID=173. Please also spread the word to new parents! 

 
Kiss 'N Ride 
 
Thank you to the wonderful group of volunteer parents and students who make the Kiss'n Ride program work so well and to 
the families who use the program. 
 
We NEED MORE VOLUNTEER PARENTS for the 2010-2011 school year. We are saying farewell to several parents whose 
children are graduating this year and welcome new recruits. If you can spare 1 or 2 mornings a month to help out, please 
contact Yvonne Harding at harding99@rogers.com. Have a wonderful and safe summer! 
 
Fall Fling 
 
We are already planning for the Fall Fling, which is a fundraiser for the school that will occur in November.  We are looking for 
parents who can donate or have access to a number of items such as picture frames, lumber, paper/card stock, canvasses, 
clay, paint, old wooden furniture and wire. Please contact Brown parent Michele Coleman: shelbin@sympatico.ca.    
 

CELEBRATING 100 YEARS AT BROWN SCHOOL 
 
Dancing Through the Decades! 
 
As part of our 100 Anniversary celebrations, our students hit the field! On Monday, May 17th, we visited the 1920s, 30s, 40s, 
50s, 60s, 70s, 80s and 90s with the students performing various dances from past decades.  

 
�  Rooms 13, 14 and 15 danced the Twist from the 1960s  
�  Rooms 22 and 26 danced the Hokey Pokey from the 1940s 
�  Rooms 25 and 40 danced the Bunny Hop from the 1950s 
�  Rooms 35 and 36 danced the Hustle from the 1970s  
�  Rooms 21 and 28 danced the YMCA from the 1970s  
�  Room 20s and 37 danced the Moonwalk from the 1980s  
�  Room 41 danced the Macarena from the 1990s  
�  Room 34 danced the Jitterbug from the 1930s 
�  Rooms 33, 38 and 39 danced the Swing from the 1930s 
�  Rooms 32 and 30 danced the Charleston from the 1920s 

 



 
 
 

They Want to Come Back to Brown School! 
 
Thank you to everyone who made the Brown Reunion Weekend a stellar success!   
 
From our tour guides, to games organizers for the Open House, parent greeters and servers, staff 
roadies and clean up crew that evening, your contribution made for a terrific experience for the 
Alumni guests.  
 

The wonderful memories from their shared experiences at Brown were in evidence all weekend as former students from the 
late 30s, 40s to the most recent graduates came back to celebrate and enjoy Brown School all over again.  The delightful 
Jane Bunnett (Class of ’68) entertained an enthusiastic crowd at the Friday reunion party with her musical talent which she 
first developed playing clarinet at Brown. 
  
Thank you also to the very hardworking Brown 100 Committee, who’s dedication made it all happen.   
  
Cathy Milne & Yvonne Harding, Co-Chairs, Brown 100th 
 

   
                         Cathy and Yvonne with alumni                                     Performer Jane Bunnett with her Mom and Mr. Perry, former teacher 
 

AQUATICS NEWS 

 
Lunch Swim is finished for now…See you in September ! 
  
The lunch swim program held the final swims on Wednesday June 2nd and Thursday June 3rd. We hope you all enjoyed a 
fun year! 
  
Mr. Daigneau and Mrs. Jeffery look forward to seeing you again in September! 
  
Water Polo 
  
Our Grade Six water polo house league was enjoyed by several devoted Grade Six students.  
 
The spirit was strong. Our students came out to practice their skills on Mondays and were eager to play a full game on 
Tuesdays!!  Great Fun!! 
  
On Tuesday June 1st we had a final, very enjoyable game of Teachers vs. Students 
The overall results were....all the players had a great time!! 
  
We are very proud of the hard work our grade six students put forth. Congratulations to all! 
  
Mr. D., Mrs. J. and Mr. P. 
Your Water Polo Coaches 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

SPORTS CORNER 

 
At this time, I would like to say thank you to all the teacher/coaches  for volunteering their time before and after school to 
coach the numerous sports teams that we offer here at Brown. It's your time and dedication that helps the students learn new 
skills, perfect the old ones and compete at such high levels.  
 
I would also like to extend a big thank you to all of the parents  for all your support. Without you, it would not be possible. 
 
On a personal note, I would like to take this time to say thank you to Mrs. Giuliani, our number one fan!  She has been a 
major reason why the teams here at Brown are so successful. Her support for the teams and coaches is never-ending and for 
that we say thank you. 
 
Mr. Profiti  
Physical Education Teacher 
 

ATTENTION ALL PARENTS:  
 
The sports teams are coming to a close and we are c ollecting all team uniforms.  
 
If you still have any team shirt from any of the sp orts teams, please return them to Mr. Profiti as so on as possible.  
 
We are now collecting shirts from all the track and  field team members who are not competing anymore, Frisbee 
team shirts and Grade 6 boys’ soccer shirts.  
 
Once the Grade 4/5 boys’ and Grade 4/5/6 girls. soc cer team has completed their season, please return their team 
t-shirt back to school as soon as possible. 

 
Ultimate Frisbee – South Conference Champs! 

 
On Friday, May 21st, the twenty-four members of the Ultimate Frisbee team participated in a one-day tournament under 
beautiful sunny skies.  
 
Three tremendous games, all victories, put us through to the finals against a tough team from La Mosaique.  The score at 
half-time of the final game was 4-3 Brown. But for a few lucky plays this could easily have gone the other way, however, in the 
second half, some circus catches, a couple of long-long throws, and some great defence saw Brown outscore our opponent 6-
2 the rest of the way and be crowned South Conference Champions!!  Final score: 10-5. 
 
Our positive attitude and great spirit (combined with the fabulous spirit shown by all of the other competitors) contributed to a 
fantastic day for all involved.  Special thanks to parent drivers for getting us there and back and for cheering us on throughout 
the day. 
 
Coaches: Mr. Macdonald, Ms. Baptist and Ms. Fox 
 
Track and Field 
 
On May 19, 53 students from Brown PS went to York University and competed in the South Conference Qualifying meet.  
 
The weather was spectacular and our athletes put on an amazing performance. 15 students finished in the top 4 and thus 
qualified for the South Conference Finals on Monday, June 7 at Birchmount Stadium.   
 
Of the 15 competitors, 7 students (James E., Olivier, Ben C-B, Isaac B., Nate M., Mary Jane T. and Jazz S.) have qualified for 
the City Finals on Wednesday, June 16 at Birchmount Stadium.  
 
Congratulations to everyone on a fantastic performance and good luck to our athletes who are competing in the City Finals! 
 
Coaches: Mme B'Dacy, Miss Warden, Darrin Chin, Mr. D, Mr. Macdonald, Mr. Wittenberg and Mr. Profiti 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Grade 6 Boys’ Soccer - The World Cup Comes To Toron to 
 
After a unique selection process, the Grade Six team started a very exciting 2010 season. The boys braved cold and rain and 
last minute practices to come together and play as a team. The boys had a great season, playing close matches against 
strong teams.  We saw wins, ties and one unfortunate loss. Though we met teams who equaled our skill, no one rivaled our 
spirit, our drive or our determination!   
 
The coaches could not be prouder of the boys for their sportsmanship and heart.  The boys really grew with each game and 
had it not been for the law of averages we might have made it to the finals.   
 
We’d like to thank the parents for their support, for the rides, the snacks and the encouragement.  We couldn’t have done it 
without you! 
 
Three cheers for A.J. “Action”, Dusan “Destroyer”, George “Nothing Gets By Me”, Jack “Orange”,Josh “Equipment”, Kamal 
“Science”, Lachlan “Everywhere”, Mack “Truck”, Matteo “The Machine”, Max “Crossbar”, Max “Catch Me If You Can”, Nicholas 
“Speedy”, Nicolas “Cast Iron”, Patrick “Pass”, Spencer “Defense”, Tayjon  and “Tank” for a well-fought season.  
 
“Goal!” “Le but!” 
 
Coaches: Mr. Ellis, Mme B'Dacy and Darrin Chin 
 
 
Grade 4/5 Boys’ Soccer – FIFA in Forest Hill 
 
An extremely strong Grade 4/5 Boys’ team met some familiar rivals Thursday May 13th at Riverdale East for their first 
tournament.  Many of the boys remembered last year’s near miss and had come prepared to win.  Tying and losing were not 
options for these boys who still had the bitter taste of last year’s golden ball loss in their mouths.   
 
 
Mother Nature, the parent drivers, the coaches and most importantly the boys all cooperated for a phenomenal day.  The boys 
were not daunted by a very close game with our first opponents which resulted in a tie.  The following two games were definite 
victories.  The boys are excited for their quarter final game on Friday against Kew Beach.  Fingers crossed! 
 
Coaches: Mr. Ellis, Mme B'Dacy and Darrin Chin 

 

 
 



 

NOTES ON INTERNET SAFETY 

 
Thank you to our School Liaison Officer from Toronto Police 53 Division, Constable Marcie Beaven, who did an Internet 
Safety presentation for our parents  on June 3. It was very informative. Notes from one of our parents follows: 
 
 
KEY TYPES OF RISK: 
 
Predators, Cyber Bullying, Viewing Inappropriate Material, Privacy Invasion, Identity Theft 
 
 
SAFETY AT HOME: 
 

�  Develop and maintain family rules 
�  Set up computer in a busy area of the home so the adult can observe websites as well as child’s reactions 
�  If adult observes serious behaviour changes in the child, reach out and talk about it 
�  Know child(ren’s) passwords and do not share with anyone other than parents 

 
 

PRIVACY SETTINGS: 
 

�  Know how to block unwanted sites, people. 
�  Children should only befriend those they have met in person and who their parents know.  It is very easy 

for a stranger to pretend they are of similar gender and age.  Many predators study children’s interests and 
speech patterns to be able to assume the role.  

�  Never send photos.  Predators collect photos like hockey cards.  They also can manipulate the photo to 
suit their wants/needs. 

�  Never enter contests because most of the time, they are trying to steal personal information (name, age, 
gender, school information). They use this for fraudulent health cards and passports. 

�  In chats, never state where you are going and what time you are going there.  Don’t state sport names, 
teams and/or locations as this makes it too easy to track the child. 

 
 
BULLYING AND INAPPROPRIATE BEHAVIOUR: 
 

�  Important to remember that one cannot hear tone of voice when reading script.  A joke can be taken as 
bullying.  If over 12, can be charged.  Under 12 yrs can have serious consequences at school. 

�  If it is written, it is documented and saved and can be used in a criminal case. 
�  Once photos or words are out in cyberspace, it can affect an employment position years later. 
�  If posing in an inappropriate manner, police will get involved.  
�  If the child feels uncomfortable with what he/she is seeing, have it printed out and shown to an adult. 

 
 
HELPFUL WEBSITES: 
 

www.cybertip.ca    911 for the internet 
www.safety.sympatico.msn.ca internet safety 
www.newebaware.ca  parents and educators 
www.kidproofcanada.com  safety programs for kids 
www.badguypatrol.a  safety programs for 5-10 yr olds 
Kinsa    Website regarding safety tips 
Opendns    Website to shut down/block websites 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 

 


