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Combined Grades Show Student Benefits

In the time of the one-room schoolhouse, childredifferent ages would all learn together. Thosgd
may be gone, but the “combined grade class” stékl on.

The term refers to cases where students from twoore grades are taught together by a single teathe
the same classroom. Combined grades occur fromefgarten to Grade 8 in all Boards.

Due to the Provincial government’s cap on primdags sizes — no more than 20 students per clats, wi
a few exceptions — the TDSB will be required to ts&chers and space even more efficiently. This
requires slightly more combined grades than before.

What is the impact of these types of classes odests? The research shows that there are many
benefits. In fact, some schools in the TDSB chdos&rganize their schools witnly combined grades
because of the positive outcomes. Among the adgest

» Students in younger age groups score higher o bhiis;

» Students in older grades can reinforce their prevlearning;

» Students enhance their social development, acdemeership skills and a stronger sense of
responsibility;

» There are more opportunities to group studentsrdwpto their skills; and

» With a balance of independent tasks and teacheéeduliessons, teachers can work with different
groups and assess student learning in a greaietyaf situations.

In any class, teachers teach the expectationschf gr@de. For combined classes, that means staftin
with common expectations and focusing on the endwinderstandings within a subject area to form a
natural link between the two grades.

Our professional development in-service sessionsyall as resources from our Program staff, support
teachers who are assigned to combined grade classes

Principals also encourage the success of combiredeg by assigning, where possible, teachers who
have taught at least one of the grades. Princigzaisfully consider the needs of students whentiogea
class lists for combined grades.

Whether students are in a single grade or combipatgents can be assured that teachers cover the
curriculum necessary for each student’s future ecéc success.



