Brown Bulletin- May 2, 2005

DATES TO REMEMBER

	Monday May 2
	Music Monday:  The primary choir and junior choir will both be singing outside at 2:00 p.m. (weather permitting)

	Monday May 2 ~ Sunday May 8
	Go Outside the Box Week (see pamphlet)

	Monday May 16
	Spring Concert at 2:30 p.m.  ~ (Band, Strings, Recorder, Orff and Junior Choir)

	Wednesday May 18
	Pizza Lunch

	Monday May 23
	Victoria Day holiday (no classes)

	Saturday May 28
	Garden Fête

	Monday June 27
	Grade 6 Graduation ~ 1:30 p.m.

	Monday June 27
	Report cards sent home

	Wednesday June 29
	Last day of school for students

	Thursday June 30
	Professional activity day for staff


From the office of M. J. Giuliani & F. Frenette

Danceathon 

The Danceathon held on Friday was a huge success.  The children had a wonderful time and had some excellent exercise.  We appreciate your support.  Thank you to the Outreach Club and other parents who helped to organize this event.  The Outreach Club will donate 10% of funds raised to the “Project Warmth” initiative.  The other 90% of the proceeds go directly to support Brown programs, as determined by the Parent Council.  The total amount raised will be announced in the May 15 Brown Bulletin!  
Pediculosis Screening

We had our third school-wide screening on Thursday April 21 and Friday April 22.  The TDSB pediculosis coordinator and a group of trained parents did head checks in every class.  There will be a final check in selected classes on Thursday May 12.  If you do not want your child involved in this screening, please send a note to the school office by Monday May 9.  If your child is not participating in the head checks we ask that you check your child’s hair at home.  We have attached further information about Pediculosis for parents to keep on hand.

Chess Teams

We are very proud of our Primary and Junior Chess Teams.  Both Teams finished in second place at the City Finals held on April 21.  Thank you to our coaches Mme. Josée, Mrs. Hazan and Mr. McCain.

Badminton Team
Our Badminton Team has finished their season.  The students represented their school well.  Thanks to Steve Pett and Mr. Pare for coaching this team.

Sports Field Improvement Plan

Thank you to our parents who have made a donation to this ongoing project.  We are continuing to collect contributions for this fund raising effort.

Every Parent Needs to Know The Facts of Lice (Pediculosis)
Head lice and their eggs (nits) is a nuisance that can affect any of us.  If you have experienced them, you know how frustrating and time consuming it is eliminating the lice and nits from your child(ren).  This memo hopefully will answer those questions you may have and give you some alternatives in treatment. 

What are Head Lice?

Head lice are small gray or reddish brown wingless bugs and are 1mm to 4mm long depending on their age.  Lice live on human heads.  They do not live on pets or on other parts of the body.  They feed on blood and cannot survive off the head for more than 24 to 48 hours.  They do not hop, jump or fly.  Lice lay eggs called nits.  They are teardrop shaped and are glued to the hair shaft on an angle and on one side of the hair shaft.  The viable eggs are usually brownish/yellow.  Female lice lay 3 to 5 eggs per day and live for 30 days.  Lice eggs take 7 to 10 days to hatch and another 7 to 10 days to be mature enough to mate.

What Do I Look For?

Look for lice and nits in the hot spots.  These are around the ears, at the crown of the head and at the nape of the neck.  It is best to do this in bright light and with magnification.  Look for red scabs caused by scratching, nits and bugs crawling through the hair.  Lice lay their eggs close to the scalp but look along the whole hair shaft.  
How to Treat Head Lice

Lice treatments and lice combs are available at your local drugstores and through other sources on-line companies.  Whatever treatment you choose to use whether commercial, all natural alternative methods, or vinegar and oil (mineral, baby or cooking oil) you must follow the same steps:

· shampoo your child’s hair according to the instructions

· if you are using the oil method, leave it on the head for 2-3 hours covered with a plastic bag

· wash the hair with regular shampoo

· to help loosen the eggs rinse the hair with a mixture of warm water and vinegar (half & half)

· separate hair into sections and remove all the nits with lice comb and your fingernails 

· treating head lice requires several treatments 4 to 5 days apart for the next few weeks

· each day for a month continue to inspect the hair for lice and nits

To succeed at eliminating head lice you must physically remove all nits and lice from the hair.  Once you have treated you need to recheck hair again in 4 to 5 days and possibly retreat several more time.

Three Easy Steps to Cleaning Your Home

1. Place items that can safely be dried on high heat in a dryer for 20 to 30 minutes

2. Vacuum items that cannot be dried

3. If an item cannot be dried or vacuumed, then put it in a plastic bag for 24 to 48 hours.

Why do I need to let my child’s teacher know that my child has lice if I’ve already treated him/her?  Often by the time you discover lice on your own child it has spread to others in the class.  By alerting other parents to examine their own children you help to decrease the chances lice will reproduce and spread further.  Within a few weeks the lice can easily find their way back to your child’s head and the cycle continues.

For those who feel uncomfortable using commercial treatments (pesticidal lice treatment products) there are a number of more natural products and in-home nit/lice removal services easily located under “lice” in the telephone book and on the internet.

If the person with lice or nits has allergies, asthma, epilepsy or other medical conditions, please consult your pharmacist or doctor.  If you or the person with lice or nits is pregnant or nursing, please phone Motherrisk at 416-813-6780.

Your child may return to school after the first treatment and after all nits are removed.  Regular combing of your children’s hair with a good quality lice comb can reduce the chances of reoccurrence.  If you have any questions, please contact your school.

Garden Fete
Saturday May 28th – 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Games Pass - Order Form

A Games Pass allows your child to unlimited play at all games including the Lego play area, bouncy castle, inflatable slide, obstacle course and a discounted admission for any crafts.  Admission to above games without the Games Pass will be $2 for each game (tickets will be available to purchase). 

New this year:  Crafts section and Computer Game and Movie Workshop

There will be a number of crafts available at a cost of $2 each, with a Game Pass, or $4 each without.

A one-hour computer game and movie-making workshop is available for children in Grade 4 and up, courtesy of CHILDREN’S TECHNOLOGY WORKSHOP - Toronto Midtown.  The workshops will be held at 11:00, 12:00 and 1:00 and the child can work alone or with one friend.  The cost of the workshop is $5 with a Games Pass or $10 without.  There are 15 laptops available so please sign up in advance by completing the form below or e-mailing the information to jane.thompson@sympatico.ca.   

----------------------------------------------------------------

Games Pass Order Form

Parent/Guardian__________________Phone #_______________

# of Games Passes_______@ $25 per Pass (child) $____________







(cheque payable to Brown Parent Council)

Child Name____________________________

Room #________________

Child Name____________________________

Room #________________

Child Name____________________________

Room #________________

Child Name____________________________

Room #________________

Please put completed form in the Garden Fete box in the school office.  To pick up the Game Pass come to the Game Pass and Ticket desk in the centre of the schoolyard at the Fete and your child will receive a wristband.  Game Passes will also be available for purchase at the Fete. If you have any questions contact Claire Caplan at mandccaplan@rogers.com
Workshop Sign-Up

Parent/Guardian_______________________
Phone #____________________

Child Name___________________________  Rm.#___WorkShop Time________ 

Child Name___________________________  Rm.#___WorkShop Time________ 

Child Name___________________________  Rm.#___WorkShop Time________ 

Child Name___________________________ Rm.#___WorkShop Time________ 

Payment will be taken at the Garden Fete at the Workshop Booth

Brown School Garden Fête:  May 28th   11:00 a.m. ~ 2:00 p.m.

VOLUNTEER AND DONATION INFORMATION
Garden Fête, our annual fun fair is coming soon!  It takes place in the school playground from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. It is a great family event.  This year we are adding a cool crafts corner and a WHIMZ cool creatures adventure.  We will have more games, more inflatable fun than ever before. We need parent volunteers to help make this event a success:
1. VOLUNTEER to help out on the 28th of May:

We need lots of parent volunteers.  Volunteering is a great way to have fun and meet other parents.  Please contact Nancy Rowat at nancy.rowat@rogers.com or fill out the form below and drop into the Garden Fete Box in the school office.

2. BAKE AN ITEM FOR OUR BAKE AUCTION
NEW THIS YEAR! If you are talented in the kitchen, we need your help!  You can bake a fancy cake or pie, make gourmet cookies or squares, ask your local bakery for a donation.  All baked goods will be auctioned off in a silent auction format.  If you can contribute something please contact Lise Zarb at thrallzarb@hotmail.com or fill out the form below.

3. BAKE/MAKE AN ITEM FOR THE LUNCH CAFÉ
We need salads (pasta salads, green salads, bean salads, fruit salads etc.), cookies, cupcakes, muffins, squares, sandwiches and wraps. Please contact Portia Leggat at portialeggat@rogers.com or fill out the form below.  

4. MAKE A FINANCIAL DONATION
We can always use cash! Make your cheque payable to the “Brown School Parent Council”.  Put it in the Garden Fête Box in the office.  Please write a note on or with the cheque that it is a Garden Fête donation.  
5. MAKE A DONATION IN KIND
If you are able to donate food and/or drinks or anything else that you think we might be able to use at the Fête, please e-mail Linda Smith at lindasmith@rajac.com.  If you do not have e-mail access, you may fill out the form below and drop it into the Garden Fête Box in the office.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

VOLUNTEER AND DONATION FORM

Name_____________________________________Phone #____________________________

E-mail ____________________________________

I will volunteer to do/donate the following: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please drop this form into the Garden Fête Box in the School Office.







