Brown Bulletin - September 30, 2005

DATES TO REMEMBER

Monday October 3
Qualifying Cross Country Meet at Ashbridge’s Bay

Monday October 10
Thanksgiving Monday – School Closed

Wednesday October 12
Conference Cross Country Finals at Ashbridge’s Bay

Wednesday October 12
Wrapping Paper order forms due

Wednesday, October 19
Parent Council Executive Meeting in the Library at 9:00 a.m.

Wednesday, October 19
Pizza Lunch

Thursday October 20
City Cross Country Finals at Centennial Park

Thursday November 3
Fall Fling – Royal Canadian Yacht Club @ 6:30 p.m.

Friday, November 25 p.m.
Photo retake day and sibling photos.

From the office of M. J. Giuliani & F. Frenette

We have started this term full of enthusiasm! We are all delighted to see the Sports Field becoming a reality. We expect that all work will be completed by the Thanksgiving weekend. Thank you to everyone for supporting this initiative.

Our Curriculum Night on September 22 was a wonderful opportunity to meet with you. It was an opportunity for staff to share information with you about the curriculum expectations for this year. We appreciate our partnership with parents and your children benefit greatly when we work together.  Once again, we are grateful to Unicorn Daycare, Director Eric Mackey, Assistant Director Lydia Alessio and their staff for providing childcare for our students on this evening. Your children benefit greatly from the unique collaboration among the facilities in the building. Unicorn Daycare, Parks and Recreation’s Steve Pett and Jonah Weslak and the After Four Coordinator Francesca Beukers and staff do a great deal to enrich your child’s day.

Many of our school extra curricular activities have started and the fall sports teams are well underway. Thank you to the excellent staff at Brown who volunteer their time and share their talents to offer a wide range of activities for your child(ren). We do hope that all of our students will find an activity, sport or club to pursue a talent or interest. It is important that our children have a balanced day. Participation in extra curricular activities helps to provide a balance to the academic school day.

Thank you to everyone for your support for our Toonie for Terry Day on September 16. It was a rainy day like many days that Terry Fox ran 25 years ago. We raised $1,464.07 for the Ontario Terry Fox Foundation. Our students also learned about Terry Fox and his marathon of hope.

Brown Parent Council 2005-2006

The first Brown Parent Council Meeting was held on Monday September 26, 2005.  Thanks to all parents and staff who attended.  A vote was held for the elected positions for 2005-2006 Parent Council Executive.  Additional volunteer positions are noted also where there is an ongoing role all year.  Please see the website for further details on school events Parent Council matters and key dates(www.brownschool.ca).

Co-Chair

Co-Chair
Linda Smith (lindasmith@rajac.com)

Tanya Carmichael (tanya.carmichael@cibc.ca)

Vice Chair – Internal
Karen Janes

Vice Chair – External
Janet de Ruiter

Treasurer
Claire Angus Caplan

Secretary
Jane Mulvihill

Communications / Website Coordinator
Cathy Milne

Volunteer Coordinators
Jennifer Caminsky / Yvonne Harding

A broader group of parents makes up the parent Executive and meetings are held once a month. All parents are welcome.  The next meeting is on Wednesday October 19 at 9:00 a.m. in the Library.

Parent Volunteers

There are a number of activities throughout the year (large and small) for which parent volunteers are needed: i.e.  pizza lunches, Fall Fling, lice checks, wrapping paper order sorting, library, etc.  A volunteer form will be sent home shortly and will also be available on the Brown School website.  Someone from the parent council will call volunteers to coordinate.  Even one or two hours of your time can be used and is much appreciated.  Thanks in advance.

Help Brown School Go Paperless (or use less paper anyhow!)

As you can tell from this newsletter, we use a lot of paper to send home important information about what is going on at Brown Public School.  We have a dream … to evolve to electronic bulletins by January 2006 (via email and on the school website).  We have a group that is working to make this happen in the next couple of months so stay tuned and please do your share by working with the electronic bulletins.  Bulletins and key dates are currently being posted to the website.
Fall Fling

The Mid Winter Fling is the “Fall Fling “this year.  It will be held on Thursday November 3, 2005, at 6:30 at the Royal Canadian Yacht Club.  Your invitation is included with this bulletin.  For those newcomers, the “Fling” is not only a school fundraiser, but it is a great way to meet other parents and the staff at the school, to relax and enjoy food and cocktails, and to see what things your children are working on.  This year, we have a new theme: a gallery of student art.  We have lots of parents who have volunteered to help in the class room to get these projects completed, but we are always happy to have more volunteers as well to help set up the event on November 3rd, or participate beforehand.

We also are looking for parent donations for inclusion in the silent auction.  For example, tickets for sporting events and theatre, meals made by a parent, skills for hire such as design, architecture, or any service you may have which may be desirable to someone else.  If you are interested in contributing and/or helping, please contact Val Davey at valandchris@sympatico.ca or Danielle French at appsfrench@sympatico.ca.  Most importantly, please buy a ticket or two to the event and encourage your friends to do so as well.  It will be a fun, pre-holiday get together!

Sports Field Improvement - Update
You will have noticed that construction of the new Sports Field is well underway and is nearing completion!  This will be an amazing thing for all of our children to enjoy.  The final cost came in at $116,000 and we have raised a whopping $87,500 to date, thanks in part to the incredible generosity of Unicorn Daycare, Brown School families and the TDSB. We still need to raise approximately $28,500 so if you would like to contribute, please contact Claire Angus Caplan at mandccaplan@rogers.com.  All donations over $25 are eligible for a full tax receipt.  We will also be selling the "Green Awareness Bands" again to raise funds in the office.  Thank you again to all those parents who have contributed to date.

Wrapping Paper Sales

It's that time of year for our Wrapping Paper and Gift Fundraiser.  This year there is a fantastic choice of wrapping paper and great gifts!  Not only is wrapping paper great to have on hand it also makes a great gift for teachers, grandparents and office co-workers.  There are also many gifts to choose from.  Orders are paid for at the time of the order and the product will be available for you to pick up towards the end of November at the school.  Please return orders to your children's classroom by Wednesday, October 12th.  DO NOT SEND CASH.  Please write one cheque for the full amount of your order made out to “Brown Parent Council”.  This is a phenomenal fundraiser and we hope all will participate.  If you have any questions regarding the wrapping paper please call Liz Ross at 416-465-9935 or Hilary Zimmerman 416-960-3962.

Bulb Fundraiser
Thanks to everyone who sold and purchased bulbs for the Bulb Fundraiser.  Bulbs should be delivered near the end of October.  Further details will follow.  Please email any specific questions to Inès Marchese:  the_kumbas@yahoo.ca.

Outreach Committee

The Outreach Committee meetings for children in grades 3 through 6 will begin just after the Thanksgiving Holiday and will be held in the library at lunchtime.  An announcement will be made to give the exact date.

Pediculosis (Lice) Checks

Pediculosis (lice) checks have been completed with the exception of follow-up with those currently undergoing treatment.  We want to thank the parents who volunteered their time to check all of the children at Brown as it is extremely important to catch and treat as quickly as possible.  We also want to thank all of the parents that spent many hours treating their children at home and helping to eliminate this pesky problem.  The next school wide check will happen in January.







