VOLUNTEERS AT BROWN SCHOOL

2007-2008
Brown Parent Council

The Brown Parent Council is made up of parents and/or guardians of Brown students.  Meetings are held in the evening or morning (alternating each month) at the school throughout the year.  Meeting dates are determined by the Executive of the Parent Council and may include a speaker that will be of interest to the Parent’s and will always include the Principal and/or Vice Principal.
An Executive of the Parent Council is also formed each year and is designed to act as a way of having a representative group of parents who are able to meet on a monthly basis and liaise with the school administration.  On average there are 25 members of the Executive of the Parent Council.

The Executive will often include the chairs of various committees but is not restricted to this.  Many of the Executive take on a member at large role and can then be involved in the various committees on an as needed basis.  While the Executive meets as a whole on a monthly basis the Co-Chairs, Vice Chair, Treasurer and Secretary may meet more often as the need arises.

The Parent Council’s first meeting for the 2006-07 school year is Monday, September 17th at 7:00 p.m. in the library.  At this time the Executive will be elected for the year.  If you have any interest in being involved with the Parent Council or have questions please contact either of the current Co-Chairs – Tanya Carmichael at tanya_carmichael@otpp.com or Linda Smith at lindasmith29@sympatico.ca.
Library Assistants
The Librarian is always looking for parent volunteers to help in the Library at various times during the day.  Please contact Marie-France Gagnon by leaving a note in her mailbox in the office with your contact information or filling out the form below and leaving it in the volunteer box in the office.

Classroom Assistant

Each classroom has different needs or requirements throughout the school year as relates to parent volunteers.  If you are interested in being involved please discuss this directly with your child’s teacher.  T
Pizza Lunch 

The lunch program has one Pizza lunch each month.  Volunteers are required on those days to meet at the school at 11:15 a.m. to deliver Pizza’s to the classrooms and then to hand out Pizza to students who eat lunch in the gymnasium.  The whole process is over by 12:00 p.m.  The Pizza lunch dates are pre-set and the coordinator will contact you well in advance to see which dates you will be available for.

Wrapping Paper Sale
The Wrapping Paper Sale is a long standing and very successful fundraiser.  Volunteers are needed to help at three main times; the organization and distribution of the packages in late September, the coordination of orders in mid October, and the delivery of orders to the classrooms in mid November.  The coordinator will contact you to organize the times that you are available in advance.  This provides volunteers with an opportunity to be involved in a project in part or in whole depending on your availability.

Festive Plant Sale  

This annual fundraiser begins in early to mid-November with various festive plants offered for delivery in early December.  The primary need for volunteers is in early December when the plants arrive and need to be organized.  Volunteers are required on a pre-arranged day for any where from a full day to an afternoon or after school to help with the pickup of the plants.
Fall Fling

The Fall Fling is a wonderful evening for parents and staff at Brown Public School that combines a social and fundraising event.  This year’s event will take place on Tuesday, November 6th.  It will continue to have the silent auction, balloon burst, giving tree, student created projects and entertainment by our choir.  Volunteers are needed in a number of different areas as well as varying time commitments.  Some of the areas include publicity, invitations, assistance with student made items, collection and co-ordination of auction items, balloon burst, giving tree and set up. Parents that might not have time to volunteer can offer their assistance by providing any silent auction items that they may have access to such as, gift certificates for lunch or dinner, sports tickets, professional services or merchandise.  Please contact Ian Carmichael at carmichaeli@rogers.com or Claire Goodman at clairegoodman@sympatico.ca.
Outreach Committee

The Outreach Committee is a wonderful tradition at Brown School.  This committee is made up of students in grade 3 through 6 and is coordinated by a parent group.  The objective of the Outreach Committee is to involve the students in their Community in a socially responsible way.  The Parent Council will provide 10% of all fundraising revenues to the Outreach Committee to distribute to the causes they decide on.

The Committee will come up with ideas and issues that concern them and research various ways to get involved or to assist.  This has been approached in various ways throughout the years, including a partnership with an inner city school, visits to food banks, donations to inner city music programs and guest speakers from various shelters.  The Committee will also run various projects throughout the year, such as a Holiday Basket collection, winter clothes drive, book drive, food drive and will also coordinate the Dance-a-thon fundraiser in February.


Parent volunteers are required to be involved in Committee meetings with the students which are held at various times throughout the school year at lunch time.  Volunteers are also needed to help coordinate some of the projects the Committee undertakes throughout the school year.  Not only is this a great way to help those in need, it is wonderful learning experience for those involved and extremely rewarding.

Green Committee

The Green Committee is a combination of parents and students who work to maintain our Green spaces as well as planning for any future projects.  Volunteers are needed to coordinate the Committee and to work on any specific projects.

Grade Six Committee

The Grade Six committee is a group of parents with students graduating this year that will work with the Grade six teachers to organize the various activities that are specific to the Grade six classes.  These activities have consisted in the past of the Grade six trip, yearbook and graduation.  A meeting will be held in the fall to further discuss these projects and what is involved.
Garden Fete Committee

Garden Fete is a wonderful Brown School tradition that takes place on the last Saturday in May and is in the form of a funfair.  Many volunteers are required for this event which is a collaboration of the Brown Community as a whole.  Volunteer opportunities are varied in both time commitment and type, from organizing the café, securing the games and inflatables, ordering rentals, coordinating volunteers, or working a shift at one of the games or ticket sales.

Committee meetings will be organized by the Garden Fete Co-Chairs and will be held a few times prior to the event.  Volunteers are provided with a choice of sub-committees that are available and the co-chairs will provide guidance on what is needed.  The volunteers will be able to choose what is best suited to their availability and interests.
Lice Checks

It may not be glamorous but this group of volunteers provides an invaluable service.  All students are checked for lice three times a year in an effort to keep ahead of this pesky problem.  Many volunteers are needed to ensure that the entire school gets checked and the more the merrier.  Any time that you may have available would be greatly appreciated as this usually takes two days to check the entire school.
____________________________________________________________________________________
It’s easy to volunteer at Brown School, please fill out the form below:

Volunteers make an enormous and vital contribution to Brown School and we could not function without them.  You are invited to become involved in whatever capacity you wish.  If you would like to help make Brown the best experience for your child/children or would like more information please fill out the form below and place in the Volunteer Box in the school office.  An event coordinator will be in contact with you.
Name:__________________________________________

Child’s Name/Rm. #________________________________
Phone #_________________________________________

E-mail __________________________________________
I would like to be involved in the following committees, please contact me (please check):

Brown Parent Council        ________                           Library Assistant                ________                           

Pizza Lunch                       ________                           Green Committee               ________

Wrapping Paper Sale         ________                           Grade Six Committee        ________

Festive Plant Sale              ________                           Outreach Committee          ________
Fall Fling                            ________                            Garden Fete                      ________

Outreach Committee         ________                            Lice Checks                       ________
